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Are you looking for a way to 

make your offering/giving  

process easier? 

Stop by the office and fill out an Electronic 

Fund Transfer Authorization form. 
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As we move into the heat of August, there is a unique energy to this 

time. The days are long and vibrant with life—just as God intended. 

In August’s lectionary readings from Matthew, Jesus turns his attention once again 

to parables about growth.  He speaks often during these summer weeks regarding 

how the Kingdom of God spreads: sometimes like seed falling on rocky ground; 

other times growing amidst thorns and weeds (Matthew 13). These aren't just sto-

ries for farmers or gardeners in biblical days—they are profound lessons for our 

life as a church community today. 

One recurring theme I’ve been pondering is the patience required to let things 

grow. In Matthew’s Gospel passage regarding “Weed among Wheat,” Jesus tells 

his disciples not to pull up the weeds immediately because they might damage 

the good plants in their haste (Matthew 13:29). 

I have been thinking about how much “weeding” is necessary. We are looking at 

ways to streamline, organize, and care for one another through examining SAS so 

that the fruit—our worshiping community—is healthy. 

However, just as Jesus’ disciples were called not to be hasty in judgment or action 

even when things look messy on the surface, we must remember: God sees what 

is hidden. We are trusting this discernment process with our Discernment Team 

because God has led us here. 

Let’s approach these changes—not as people looking for fault—but as neighbors 

helping each other grow stronger roots so the tree can spread its branches even 
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even further out to shelter more "birds" in need, just like a mustard 

seed grows into such a large bush (Matthew 13:32). 

As we reflect on our theology this month, we are reminded that God’s kingdom 

is often found where the unexpected gathers.  When I look at MFUMC today 

holding onto hope, I see those same values: deep roots that refuse to be pulled 

up by the storms. 

Whether it is at our upcoming committee meetings or simply sitting in prayer 

during worship, we are showing hospitality not just because of who God is, but 

for who He has created us to be. Let’s continue being a place where no one 

feels like they need to weed themselves out before feeling welcome here; the 

Gospel tells us there is room enough at our Master's table. 

Keep watering each other. The fruit may not be visible right now to the passing 

world outside our doors—most people won’t notice a mustard seed growing—

but God sees it, and so do we. 

 

Pastor B.J. 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CONTRIBUTION  

INFORMATION BREAKDOWN—JUNE 2026 
 

GENERAL FUND                      $5,528.00 

GENERAL FUND EFTS                                      $990.00 

BUILDING FUND                         $180.00 

NOISY OFFERING (GOD’S COUNTRY COMMUNITY MINISTRIES)              $333.00 

UMCOR                             $40.00 

TED BURSON MEMORIAL                        $150.00 

 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS FOR JUNE 2026                               $7,221.00 

 

————————————————————————————— 

YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS JUNE 2026                $50,790.32 

YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS JUNE 2025                   $51,380.47 

 

DIFFERENCE                                     -$590.15 

Ron Elrod 
 

Sunday, August 16 
6 PM  

 

Ron is a traveling   
performer.  

Join us for Gospel and 
a few oldies music.  
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Sales 10—1 PM 

14 

Ron Pawley 
 

Vic Vanderville 

15 

Open Mic Night 
6:30-8 PM 
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Worship 11 AM 
 

Ron Elrod 6 PM 
 

Mary Livingston 

17 

Bible Study  
11 AM 
Prayer Group  
12 PM 

18 

Vitality 10AM 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

Katie Putnam 

23 

Adult Sunday 
School 9:30 AM 
Worship 11 AM 

24 

Bible Study  
11 AM 
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Bob Whinnen 
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Education Com-
mittee 10 AM 
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Church Picnic @ 
Ash house          
3-5 PM 
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Worship 11 AM 

31 

Bible Study  
11 AM 
Prayer Group  
12 PM 
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First United Methodist Church  

We exist to joyfully share God’s love,  

preach the Good News, and make disciples. 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

Pastor B.J. and family will be out of the office until August 14. 
If you have pastoral needs, please contact Janet or Connie. 

Mission Noisy Offering — Backpack Buddies (Zion Lutheran Church) 
 

This collection provides meals to local school age children up to the age of 19 who are in 
need of food assistance in our community. 

 

God is working through our giving, all donations are welcome! 



 

 

 

Committee updates and newsletter articles  

are always welcome!  

If you have anything you wish to have published 
in the next newsletter submit before  

 August 24, 2026 deadline.  

Pictures and other additions can be emailed to: 
office@manistiquemethodist.org 

As many of you know we have a group in this church, called the Prayer Chain, that 
offers daily prayers for individuals, situations, and problems brought to them. Prayer 
requests can also involve individuals, situations, etc. outside our church community.  

These prayer requests may be called in to Pastor B.J. Ash at 906-341-6662 (church) or 
906-286-1492 (Pastor B.J. cell). You may also call Carol Weinert at 906-341-4499.  

Prayer 

Chain 

Visit www.facebook.com and search 1st United 
Methodist Church where you see the magnifying 

glass at the top of the page.  

Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.  

Visit www.youtube.com and search Manistique 
First UMC where you see the magnifying glass at 

the top of the page. 

LECTIONARY 

FOR OUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION Let us please keep the following people in our prayers:  

Ken & Cyndi Burgin, Gordie and Susan Barry, Katie Putnam, Martha Weeks, Mary Prater, Louise Burson, Ron 
Williams, Char Crosby, Carol Weinert, Phyllis Burge, Penny Tracy & family concerns, Jean Smith, 
Curt & Celie Norton, Barbara Schneider, Lynn LaRose, Joel Prater, Kerry Billings family concerns, 
Connie Meade, Betty Tracy, Jesse Baker, Michael & Kathleen Haynes family concerns, Sandi Kolder, 
the leaders in our church, our community, our country, the world, our unspoken requests, and our 
joyous blessings and concerns. 

Be sure to check out the slide on Sunday to find 
out our Noisy Offering collections! 

Thank you for your support! 

Aug 2 — 10th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Gen 32:22-31; Ps 17:1-7, 15; Rom 9:1-5; Matt 14:13-21 
 

Aug 9 — 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Gen 37:1-4, 12-28; Ps 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b; Rom 10:5-15; Matt 14:22-33 
 

Aug 16 — 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Gen 45:1-15; Ps 133; Rom 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matt 15:(10-20) 21-28 
 

Aug 23 — 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
    Exo 1:8-2:10; Ps 124; Rom 12:1-8; Matt 16:12-20 
 

Aug 30 — 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Exo 3:1-15; Ps 104:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Rom 12:9-21; Matt 16-21-28 

 

 

 
A View From the Belfry 

August 2026 

 (Well actually the greetings are from the bat in the belfry, not from the 

belfry itself. We actually don’t really have a belfry any more.) Wow, have you people been busy this summer! 
First there was Vacation Bible School, where you tried something totally new, and completely original! You 
had VBS without any kids! Actually it was rather strange without kids around. You grown-ups do make noise, 
but it’s not the same as kids laughing and chattering and just having fun! I must say, however, that you were 
all totally dedicated to the cause, because you came every day, kids or not! Pastor B.J. even did his science 
project for the staff one day! Nobody else actually taught the lessons or did the artwork or played the games 
or sang the songs or read the stories they would have done with kids there, but you did talk a lot and even 
came up with things to do next year! I give you all credit for giving it the old college, uh...VBS try! If nothing 
else, this year provided the impetus for coming up with new ideas, and you aren’t just giving up on VBS, 
which is great! 
After VBS, we also had the usual pasty baking, plus the FolkFest pasty baking, followed by another regular 
pasty baking! You all baked up a pasty storm! The really great thing is, you ended up selling every one of 
those millions of pasties, and people were still begging for more! That’s fantastic! I heard that many of the 
pasty buyers and eaters said these are the best pasties anywhere. One man said that his mother made the 
very best pasties he had even eaten, and these pasties were as good as his mother’s! Now that’s really good!! 
I am very impressed, but still, I think you could really wow everybody even more if you would at least try a 
mosquito pasty! It could be a lot smaller than your regular pasties, since I suspect most would be sold to bats 
and other mosquito lovers. And you would really be winners, because although we bats don’t actually carry 
money around to buy them with, we could make it worth your while by not only eating the mosquitoes in 
your pasties, we could promise to eat a certain number of mosquitoes for each pasty, thereby paying you by 
keeping you safe from mosquito bites! See? Everybody would be a 
winner! 
Huh?? OK, OK, OK! The C.O.L. (Crabby Old Lady, not the colonel!) 
wants me to get off the topic of mosquitoes! Just because she 
doesn’t much like them doesn’t mean that the  rest of you wouldn’t 
like… OK, OK, OK! I’m dropping the mosquitoes! Sheesh!! Anyway, in 
addition to the usual summer activities, you people have been busy 
saying congratulations to your high school graduates and farewell to 
your exchange student Luis, who has returned to his home in Brazil. 
And never people to rest on your laurels, you are still looking for-
ward to the UWF picnic and the church picnic at the minister’s and 
his family’s home near the end of summer. In addition to that, the 
minister and his family have apparently entered a contest to see 
how much activity they can cram into the summer. They have al-
ready begun their race to the end by going to a conference for Kelly 
on Mackinac Island, hiking off to Scout Camp for B.J., Brandon, and 
Alex, then soon heading for Italy for some time with the family of 
the exchange student (Joel) they had last year, and who knows how 
much more before the summer ends and it will be back to school for 
the boys and back to the routine for Kelly and B.J. Wow! I’m tired 
just thinking about it. I think I’ll go take a batnap (better than a cat-
nap any day!)  So long until next month! 

Thank You, 
     My family and I would like to 
thank all the friends of FUMC for 
helping us celebrate Ted’s memorial 
July 3. 
     From Pastor B.J. for his thoughtful 
words of Ted, for Cyndi’s music of 
the songs Ted wanted, and from the 
video for those who couldn’t attend. 
That was special! 
     A Huge Thank You to the memori-
al committee and to those who con-
tributed food to the bountiful and 
delicious luncheon. So many com-
mented on it.  
     As the song goes “I’m so glad I’m a 
part of the family of God” AND Man-
istique FUMC. 

Blessings, 
Louise Burson 



 

 

1. The Bible tells us that Jacob injured his hip, after which he walked with a 
limp. How was his hip injured? 

  
A.   When Jacob saw a stairway going from earth to heaven with angels climbing 
up and down on it, he tried climbing it also, but fell off and injured his hip. 
B.   One night when Jacob was alone, a man came where he was and wrestled 
with him all night. When the man saw that Jacob was winning the wrestling 
match, he hit Jacob on the hip, dislocating it. 
C.   Jacob was so distressed that Lot had given him Leah for a wife instead of Rachel that he attacked Lot, who kicked 
him very hard in his hip, cracking the hip joint. 
D.   Jacob was walking toward Jesus on the Sea of Galilee and tripped over a wave, landing on the rock which caused 
the wave, and injuring his hip in the fall. 
 
You can find the answer to this question in Genesis 32:22-25. 
 
2. To whom did Jesus say He would give the keys to the kingdom? 
 A.  John the Baptist.   B.  Pontius Pilate   C.  Mary Magdalene 
 D.  Simon Peter    E.  Judas Iscariot   F.  The Apostle Paul  
 
You can find the answer to this question in Matthew 16:18-19. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL REPORT: 
 

The Administrative Council met on July 21, 2026. We heard reports 
from the Financial Secretary Jim Gaffney and Treasurer Janet Helm-
bold. Jim reported that it is time to address the disposition  of one of 
the CD’s. After discussion it was agreed that Jim should determine 
where the best interest rate would be found and to put it there. If 
the interest rates are not significantly different hw should renew it 
where it is. We have received several contributions to our memorial 
fund for Ted Burson, which will help in completing projects such as 
finishing the work on the kitchen pass through. Janet reports that 
we are financially sound, but that we have less in reserve in the 
checking account than has been true in the past because while con-
tributions are stable, we are incurring additional expenses due to 
rising prices, especially in our utilities, but also in higher assessments 
in some of the Conference contributions, such as in ministry bene-
fits. We are still fully capable of paying our bills and meeting all the 
needs of the church. It was also moved and supported that we pay 
all bills which have come 
due. The individual com-
mittee reports show that 
they are very active. 
Our next meeting is 
scheduled for October 
20, 2026 at 10 am. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janet Helmbold,  

Treasurer and  
Ad. Council Chair 

VITALITY COMMITTEE UPDATE  by Connie Kelsey 
 

Our parade float was beautifully decorated with a patriotic theme honoring America’s 
250th celebration along with the church replica. We had five veterans, Rick, Bob, Ron, 
Dan and John riding in the parade. Enjoy Ron Elrod as he returns to our sanctuary on Au-
gust 16 at 6 PM. He travels around the United States playing gospel music! Donations are 
appreciated! We sold out of Folkfest pasties by 4 pm raising $2,639. I am still calculating 
the expenses but it looks like a stellar year. Thank you everyone who helped making this 
such a success! The church’s annual picnic date has been set for August 29 from 3-5 pm. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the office. Please remember to bring a dish to pass and a lawn 
chair with you. We hope to see you there! The fellowship is always fun! 

 

 

The United Women in Faith picnic will be held August 4 at noon in the 
Fellowship Hall. Attendees are invited to dress as they might have for a 
1950s or 1960s sock hop and to sign up to bring a salad or dessert. If 
you have any favorite memories to share, please do so! Bring a friend, 
all are invited to attend. 

July pasty sales have been selling faster than hotcakes (we only make hotcakes for the Shrove Tuesday get-
together). Thank you to the dedicated crew that works so hard every month. It is incredible that over 800 
pasties were sold in July. Thank you to those who helped make Ted Burson’s celebration of life so memora-
ble. The ladies who prepared the delicious meal, thank you! It was well received and nice to celebrate our 
memories with the Burson family. 

Our next meeting will include the Pledge to Mission, A Pilgrimage for Mission service. Please plan to attend 
on September 1st, Sharon Feichtenbiner will provide the dessert. 

Carolyn graciously provided refreshments for our last meeting in June.  

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE 
HYMN? 

 

Cyndi is taking requests from the “Faith We 
Sing” and the “Worship & Song” hymnals!  
She is asking that you let her know in ad-

vance so that she can have time to practice 
the music.  

Greetings from your  

Worship Committee 
 

As always check the clipboards hanging in 
the conference room along with sign-up 
sheets on the table. If you would like to 
help with any of these don’t feel you are 
expected to do it alone. Grab a friend or ask 
someone you would like to get to know 
better as we have several new people. 
Don’t feel you need to supply a full meal, 
donuts and coffee, cheese and crackers are 
more than sufficient. We are there for fel-
lowship! 

Submitted by Candace Haskell 

Trustees Report 
 

The next meeting will be held on August 4th 
at 10 AM. 

Education Committee 
  

Brainstorming was the order of the day at the July Education 
Committee meeting. 

The committee invites the entire congregation to help come 
up with ideas to bring more people, especially youth, into 
our church community. 

Some ideas from the committee meeting included: 

* getting church members more involved in community pro-
jects, such as taking a turn at the concession stand at the 
Highway 2 Drive-in Theater; adopting a stretch of highway 
for cleanup; helping with the Lions Club food truck; helping 
with a Habitat for Humanity project or volunteering at a 
school event. 

* using the Vacation Bible School format, but doing sessions 
one day a week rather than four days in a row. Activities 
could also be expanded into family events such as a cook 
out, scavenger hunt, puppet show with Bible stories worked 
into it. A different activity would be offered at each session. 
Church members would be invited and encouraged to bring 
family, friends and neighbors with a goal of getting a mix of 
youth and adults. Each session could incorporate spiritual 
training, meals and handouts for families to take home and 
discuss. 

The committee also discussed the upcoming Open Mic Night 
on Aug. 15 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Ads will run in the Advisor 
and Pioneer Tribune, as well as on social media. Cookies will 
be provided by the Vitality Committee and Pastor BJ will sup-
ply the pop corn. Everyone is welcome to come to perform 
or just enjoy the performers. 


