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Visit www.youtube.com and search                          
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Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.  
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Are you looking for a way to 

make your offering/giving  

process easier? 

Stop by the office and fill out an Electronic 

Fund Transfer Authorization form. 
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This July, our nation marks the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independ-

ence. We give thanks for the courage, sacrifice, and public service of generations 

who came before us and for freedoms that should never be taken for granted. 

Our United Methodist tradition also calls us to examine our common life honestly. The ideals 

proclaimed at our nation’s founding have not always been extended equally to all people. Our 

history contains both noble achievements and painful failures. Love of country does not re-

quire us to ignore those failures, and confession does not require despair. By God’s grace, re-

pentance can lead to healing, reconciliation, and renewed faithfulness. 

That tension between our ideals and our actions is at the heart of Romans 7. Paul writes, “I do 

not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.” His words describe not only individuals, 

but also churches, communities, and nations. We may speak of liberty while overlooking the 

burdens of our neighbors. We may desire peace while contributing to division. We may value 

truth while rewarding outrage. 

Romans 7 reminds us that we cannot free ourselves through willpower, political victory, or 

moral effort alone. Sin distorts our desires, damages relationships, and becomes embedded in 

the habits and systems of society. Like Paul, we ask, “Who will rescue me from this body of 

death?” 

The answer leads us into Romans 8: “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Romans 8 begins with good news: “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 

are in Christ Jesus.” Our failures are real, but they do not have the final word. Through justify-

ing grace, we are forgiven and given new life. Through sanctifying grace, the Holy Spirit contin-

ues to shape us in holy love. 

This is a deeper freedom than any nation can guarantee. Christian freedom is not simply the 

freedom to do as we please. It is freedom from condemnation and freedom for love of God 

and neighbor. 
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John Wesley taught that holiness is both personal and social. We grow through 

the means of grace—worship, prayer, Scripture, Holy Communion, Christian fel-

lowship, and acts of mercy—and we are sent into the world to feed the hungry, 

welcome the stranger, resist injustice, seek peace, and care for those who suffer. 

These practices matter in tumultuous times. Many are anxious, exhausted by political con-

flict, and tempted to see neighbors as enemies. Romans 8 reminds us that our deepest 

identity is not found in party, ideology, or nationality. In Christ, we are children of God. 

As we celebrate America’s 250th anniversary, we can be grateful without being uncritical, 

hopeful without being naïve, and engaged without placing our ultimate trust in the nation. 

Our first allegiance is to Jesus Christ. 

Romans 7 teaches us to confess the struggle honestly. Romans 8 teaches us to live in the 

freedom and hope of the Spirit. This is the work of grace: God seeks us, forgives us, trans-

forms us, and sends us to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

May the God’s grace free you from fear and form you in holy love. May Christ strengthen 

you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. May the Holy Spirit guide you in mercy, justice, 

and peace. And may you rest in the promise that nothing can separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

Pastor B.J. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
COUNCIL REPORT: 
 

The next Administrative 
Council meeting will be held 
at 10:00 am on Tuesday, July 
21, 2026. If there are addi-
tions to the usual agenda 
please notify Connie Kelsey 
or Janet Helmbold before 
this meeting date. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CONTRIBUTION  

INFORMATION BREAKDOWN—MAY 2026 
 

GENERAL FUND                  $7,851.00 

GENERAL FUND EFTS                          $1,830.00 

BUILDING FUND                $405.00 

NOISY OFFERING (HENDERSON SETTLEMENT/REDBIRD MISSION)          $727.00 

UMCOR                     $50.00 

STEPHENSVILLE UMC ZIMBABWE MISSION TRIP (GORDIE BARRY)          $482.00 

TED BURSON MEMORIAL               $300.00 
 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS FOR MAY 2026                         $11,645.00 

 

————————————————————————————— 

YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS MAY 2026        $43,569.32 

YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS MAY 2025           $41,419.47 
 

DIFFERENCE                            $2,149.85 
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Office Closed   
4th of July holi-
day 

Ted Burson Cele-
bration of Life 
Visitation 10AM-
Service 11AM 

4 

America’s 250th 
Celebration   
Parade-Decorate 
float 10 AM, 
Parade starts at 
12:30 PM 

Carol Livingston 

5   

Adult Sunday 
School 9:30 AM 
Worship 11 AM 
 
Ron Annelin 

6 

Bible Study  
11 AM 
Prayer Group  
12 PM 

7 

Trustees Comm 
10 AM 

 

8 

Pasty Prep 7:30 
Sales 10—1 PM 
 
 

9 

Pasty Prep 7:30 
Sales 10—1 PM 

10 

 

11 

Folkfest     
downtown       
Set up—8 AM 

Pasty Sales—   
10 AM-5 PM 
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Adult Sunday 
School 9:30 AM 
Worship 11 AM  
 
Ed Atwood 
 

13 

 

14 

Staff/Pastor    
Parish Relations 
Comm 10 AM 
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16 

Education Com-
mittee 10 AM 

17 

 

Kayla Jones 

18 

 
 
Barb Collins 

19 

Adult Sunday 
School 9:30 AM 
Worship 11 AM 
 
 

20 

Bible Study  
11 AM 
Prayer Group  
12 PM 

21 

Ad Council 10AM 

22 

 

23 

 
Gordie &       
Susan Barry 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

Adult Sunday 
School 9:30 AM 
Worship 11 AM 

 
Tom Burge 

27 

Bible Study  
11 AM 
Prayer Group  
12 PM 
 
Ron Williams  

28 

 

29 

 

Dan Kelsey 

30 31  
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First United Methodist Church  

We exist to joyfully share God’s love,  

preach the Good News, and make disciples. 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

Mission Noisy Offering —  
Society of St. Andrew 

 

The Society of St. Andrew brings people together to 
harvest and share healthy food, reduce food waste,   

and build caring communities by offering nourishment 
to hungry neighbors.  

God is working through our giving! 

 



 

 

 

Committee updates and newsletter articles  

are always welcome!  

If you have anything you wish to have published 
in the next newsletter submit before  

 July 24, 2026 deadline.  

Pictures and other additions can be emailed to: 
office@manistiquemethodist.org 

As many of you know we have a group in this church, called the Prayer Chain, that 
offers daily prayers for individuals, situations, and problems brought to them. Prayer 
requests can also involve individuals, situations, etc. outside our church community.  

These prayer requests may be called in to Pastor B.J. Ash at 906-341-6662 (church) or 
906-286-1492 (Pastor B.J. cell). You may also call Carol Weinert at 906-341-4499.  

Prayer 

Chain 

Visit www.facebook.com and search 1st United 
Methodist Church where you see the magnifying 

glass at the top of the page.  

Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.  

Visit www.youtube.com and search Manistique 
First UMC where you see the magnifying glass at 

the top of the page. 

LECTIONARY 

FOR OUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION Let us please keep the following people in our prayers:  

Ken & Cyndi Burgin, Gordie and Susan Barry, Katie Putnam, Martha Weeks, Mary Prater, Louise Burson & 
family, Ron Williams, Char Crosby, Carol Weinert, Phyllis Burge, Penny Tracy & family concerns, 
Jean Smith, Curt & Celie Norton, Barbara Schneider, Lynn LaRose, Joel Prater, Kerry Billings family 
concerns, Connie Meade, Betty Tracy, Jesse Baker, Michael & Kathleen Haynes family concerns, 
Sandi Kolder, the leaders in our church, our community, our country, the world, our unspoken re-
quests, and our joyous blessings and concerns. 

Be sure to check out the slide on Sunday to find 
out our Noisy Offering collections! 

Thank you for your support! 

July 5 — 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Gen 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Ps 45:10-17 or Ps 72; Rom 7:15-25a; Matt 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

July 12 — 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Gen 25:19-34; Ps 119:105-112 or Ps 25; Rom 8:1-11; Matt 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

July 19 — 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Gen 28:10-19a; Ps 139:1-2, 23-24; Rom 8:12-25; Matt 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

July 26 — 9th Sunday after Pentecost 
    Gen 29:15-28; Ps 105:1-11, 45b; Rom 8:26-39; Matt 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

 

 
A View From the Belfry 

July 2026 

 I’m supposed to have another view from the belfry report ready to go, 

and I don’t know what to do! I have exactly the same old view from the belfry that I had last 

month! Nothing seems to have changed regarding the SAS plan! I think that the actual view 

for me has changed, ever since the last snow from the humongous storm last whenever it 

was..March? April? Well, you know which one I mean. Anyway, ever since that last snow from 

that storm melted. Before that my belfry view consisted of a solid white wall of snow plugging 

every single opening the belfry has. Now it has become a lovely view of green grass, green 

trees, and wonderful mosquitoes!! Millions and zillions of them, just buzzing around waiting 

to be gobbled up by a flytilla (like a flotilla, but of bats instead of boats) of hungry bats! Could 

any scene from a belfry be more wonderful? I think not! Well back to the topic of my column 

(although I really do like the idea of writing out some recipes for mosquito dishes for the 

church picnic coming up this summer). I don’t have a lot more to say about the SAS plan until 

some of you people do something, like maybe trying it out, or throwing it out, or talking about 

it, or SOMETHING! I do know that summer is a busy time for most of you, just like spring and 

fall and winter are, maybe none of the seasons will work for you. Maybe if you come up with a 

fifth season, one with nothing planned for it, you would have the time to at least mention SAS 

once in awhile. I could help you design a fifth season, but I’m not sure where I could put it. 

Any ideas? If you come up with some, tell that crabby old 

lady who picks on me all the time! As for me, I’m thinking 

that I should go out and harvest the mosquito crop, since 

we seem to be having a bumper crop this year! Yep, that’s 

what I’m going to do! See you next month! 

To our Dear Church Family, 

There aren’t enough words to express our gratitude for all 
you have done to help and support us during this tremen-
dously difficult journey. Your PRAYERS, cards, caring 
thoughts, meals, groceries, help & support for our Mayo 
stay, errands, garbage pick-up, and gifts have comforted 
and carried us through this time. What a church family! 
Thank you so much. We love you all— 

Gordie & Susan Barry 



 

 

1. To which of these things did Jesus compare the Kingdom of Heaven? 
 A.  A mustard seed and a coconut. 
 B.  Garlic powder and pepperoni. 
 C.  A treasure hidden in a field. 
 D.  A fine pearl and a net full of fish. 
 E.  A merchant in search of fine pearls. 
  

 
2. What excuse did Laban give Jacob for giving him Leah as his wife instead of Rachel, for whom he had worked for 7 years? 
 A.  Leah had weak eyes and probably would not be accepted in marriage by anyone else.  
 B.  Leah loved Jacob and Rachel did not. 
 C.  Laban thought it was Leah whom Jacob wanted. 
 D.  Leah was the older sister and in that country the older girl was always married first. 
 E.  Laban was drunk and accidentally brought the wrong girl to Jacob’s bed. 
 
You can find the answers to these questions in Genesis 29:15-28 and Matthew 13:31-33  
and 44-52.. 

VITALITY COMMITTEE UPDATE  by Connie Kelsey 
 

   What a beautiful flag that repre-
sents what America means to us. 
Thank you Sharon Feichtenbiner for 
sharing the story of how this cro-
cheted flag was made with us. 
  As you are aware, there will be a 
250th Independence Day parade on 
Saturday, July 4. Thank you Vic and 
Sharon for bringing in the trailer with 
the mini church on it and the totes of 
decorations.  Decorating the float will 
be at Rita’s house at 10 AM. The pa-
rade starts at 12:30. Our theme is 
celebrating our veterans. If there are 
veterans that would be interested in 
riding on the float, please let Connie 
know.  
  Thank you to the pasty crew that worked so hard making the twelve batches 
of Folkfest pasties. There are still some volunteer openings at our Folkfest 
booth. If you are interested in helping at the booth, please see the sign-up 
sheet in the office. 
  With the heat of summer upon us, the busyness of family get-togethers, va-
cations, weddings, celebrations of graduation and spiritual gatherings, I pray 
that everyone remembers to show kindness, mercy, forgiveness and God’s 
grace to those in need. 
  As I attended the Annual Conference, a feeling of contentment filled my 
heart. The speakers (including Pastor B.J.) were very filled with enthusiasm to 
focus on the new Vision Statement: Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully and Lead Cou-
rageously! Bishop Bard  encouraged his hearers to lay hold of this faith and let 
it inspire action: “Know that grace. Live that grace. Share that grace. Michigan 
United Methodists, be bold as love!” 

 

 

The highly informative and well attended UWF June meeting was called to 
order by president, Candace Haskell. Ruth presented a devotional and 
prayer based on Ephesians 2:10 encouraging members to look for God’s 
plan in our endeavors and be open to His will. 

The various committees have been active and busy. Reports from the secretary and treasurer were given and 
accepted. Regarding Spiritual Growth, Ruth offered to host a book discussion in her home. The idea met with 
enthusiastic agreement. Personal Librarian will be the topic of the first discussion. The date is yet to be deter-
mined. For Education Interpretation, Connie relayed an uplifting experience she took part in a Midwest Mis-
sion project which focused on hunger and feeding the needy. The group packed over 39,600 rice meals 
packed for hunger, each filled with grains, dehydrated vegetables, protein and seasonings sufficient to feed 
six people. The Sunshine Committee sent several cards celebrating birthdays, and anniversaries. A special 
thank-you card and gift certificate was agreed upon and will be given to Pixie Livingston for her generous 
quilting assistance. 

Under Old Business, UWF is pursuing nonprofit status. The group is also considering replacing heavily used, 
aging kitchen equipment needed for pasty making. Under New Business, the process began for selecting the 
2026 UWF “Woman of the Year.” Members were reminded that there will be no UWF meeting in July. The 
picnic will be held August 4 at noon in the Fellowship Hall. Attendees are invited to dress as they might have 
for a 1950s or 1960s sock hop and to sign up to bring a salad or dessert. Hundreds of pasties have been made 
in June, 20 batches! The pasty crew sure has been busy and with July sale just a few weeks away the pasty 
crew would welcome additional volunteers (Hint, HINT!) 

The program for June continued the objective to learn about other religions and denominations. Connie pre-
sented information about Jehovah’s Witnesses. Her interest was piqued when invited to a co-worker’s wed-
ding. Jehovah’s Witnesses are a restorationist Christian denomination which does not celebrate the tradition-
al Christian holidays and profess political neutrality. The denomination claims a worldwide membership of 8 
million believers. 

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE HYMN? 
 

Cyndi is taking requests from the “Faith We Sing” and 
the “Worship & Song” hymnals!  She is asking that you 
let her know in advance so that she can have time to 

practice.  

Trustees Report 
 

As you walk up to the church, did you notice the work 
that has been done? Flowers have been planted and 
mulch has been spread around the flowers and bush-
es. Thank you Candace Haskell, John & Carol Living-
ston. The stairway has new reflective tape on it. 
Thank you to these volunteers who worked so hard 
to keep our church property looking so nice! 
Their next meeting will be held on July 7th at 10 AM. 

Choir Members Needed 
  

Community and Festival Choir singers are invited to 
sing in a choir with the UP North String Quartet at 
the August 9, 7:00 PM, chamber music concert at 
the Presbyterian Church. Maurita Holland will be 
accompanying the choir on the piano for this one 
new anthem, “We Call Ourselves Americans.” This 
is a selection to help commemorate the 250th an-
niversary of American independence. Veterans will 
be given free admission to the concert.  
As I understand the plan, there will be a brief re-
hearsal on Saturday, August 8, and then choir 
members will be invited to make the concert circuit 
to Escanaba and Curtis on subsequent performance 
days. Please indicate your interest by emailing the 
concert organizer, Emily Olson, at Emi-
ly@bearconartsmichigan.org or our church office. 


