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As we welcome the warmth of June, it’s clear that spring is considering to give way to sum-
PASTOR’S | mer—as we planted our garden seeds, soon they will be pushing through the soil, and the
WORDS | days continue to grow longer and brighter. It’s a season of growth, of promise, and of quiet

joy—a fitting time for us as we gather in the Spirit during this Pentecost Season.

This month, our lectionary readings invite us to reflect on the power and presence of the Holy Spirit—
how God breathes life into creation, how the Spirit moves among us like wind or fire, guiding, com-
forting, and transforming. Last week in Acts 2, we heard of the disciples gathered together when “a
sound like a mighty rushing wind” filled the room, and tongues of flame rested on each one (Acts 2:1-4).
The Spirit came not with fanfare alone, but with purpose—empowering them to speak in many lan-
guages, breaking down barriers, and uniting people from every nation under God’s grace.

In our own lives, we too are being filled by the Spirit. Whether through shared meals at church gather-
ings, quiet moments of prayer, or the simple act of tending a garden, we experience how the Holy Spirit
works within us—nurturing faith, kindling hope, and calling us to be instruments of God’s love in the
world.

As Connie and | are away at Annual Conference through today, | trust that you will continue to walk to-
gether in faith, supporting one another as neighbors, friends, and disciples. May your hearts remain open
to the Spirit’s leading—just as the early believers were open to the wind of God blowing through their
lives.

Let us remember: just as a garden needs both seed and sun, so too does our spiritual life need both the
Word of God and the presence of the Holy Spirit. As we look forward to summer’s full bloom, may we
also be reminded that growth is not always visible at once—but it is real, steady, and sure.

May the Spirit who breathed life into creation now breathe new hope into your hearts; may the fire that
ignited the disciples’ faith kindle courage in yours; and may the wind of God’s love carry you forward into
a summer full of grace, growth, and joy. May your days be filled with warmth, light, and the quiet joy of
knowing you are loved by God—and called to love others in return.

Pastor B.J.



Vitality Committee Updates by Connie Kelsey

Hello everyone! Spring is here! Summer and Folkfest is right around the corner. Our Folkfest booth will be
downtown in front of St. Vinnie’s store on July 11th! Plans are underway and things are coming together!

We are looking for volunteers to help peel the potatoes on June 24 at 7:30 AM. We will make 12 batches
of pasties total, six batches on June 25th and six more batches on the 26th. That is a total of 480 pasties!

We sure appreciate the pasty crew and volunteers that make this such a fun event. There will be a sign-up
sheet on the conference room table where various areas of help is needed. If you have any questions feel

free to reach out to Connie Kelsey. It was a beautiful Mother’s Day service and the Recognition of Gradu-

ates (Natalie and Luis) Sunday were very special! Invite children to VBS on June 15-18. Father’s Day is June

21 and we look forward to honoring them. Here are some photos taken in May!

ADMINISTRATIVE
COUNCIL REPORT:

The next Administrative
Council meeting will be
held at 10:00 am on Tues-
day, July 21, 2026. If there
are additions to the usual
agenda please notify Con-
nie Kelsey or Janet Helm-
bold before this meeting
date.
Submitted by
Janet Helmbold

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CONTRIBUTION

INFORMATION BREAKDOWN—APRIL 2026

GENERAL FUND

GENERAL FUND EFTS

BUILDING FUND

NOISY OFFERING (Heifer International)
TED BURSON MEMORIAL

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS FOR APRIL 2026

YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS APRIL 2026
YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS APRIL 2025

DIFFERENCE

$6,995.00
$1,455.00
$180.00
$118.00
$105.00

$8,853.00

$31,924.32
$33,402.47

$1,478.15

Manistique
First United

Methodist Church
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We exist to joyfully share God’s love,

preach the Good News, and make disciples.
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This collection pays for his needs as he coordinates with area churches
in the eastern half of the Upper Peninsula. Mission teams from all over
Michigan and beyond assist in sharing God’s love all summer long.
God is working through us, all donations are welcome!




As many of you know we have a group in this church, called the Prayer Chain, that
Prayer offers daily prayers for individuals, situations, and problems brought to them. Prayer
requests can also involve individuals, situations, etc. outside our church community.

Cha i n These prayer requests may be called in to Pastor B.J. Ash at 906-341-6662 (church) or
906-286-1492 (Pastor B.J. cell). You may also call Carol Weinert at 906-341-4499.

. \ )y
Find us on S

Facebook

Visit www.facebook.com and search 1st United
Methodist Church where you see the magnifying
glass at the top of the page.

Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.

Committee updates and newsletter articles
are always welcome!
If you have anything you wish to have published
in the next newsletter submit before
June 22, 2026 deadline.
Pictures and other additions can be emailed to:
office@manistiquemethodist.org

Visit www.youtube.com and search Manistique
First UMC where you see the magnifying glass at
the top of the page.

Be sure to check out the slide on Sunday to find
out our Noisy Offering collections!
Thank you for your support!

June 7 — 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Gen 12:1-9; Ps 33:1-12; Rom 4:13-25; Matt 9:9-13, 18-26

June 14 — 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
Gen 18:1-15 (21:1-7); Ps 116:1-2, 12-19; Rom 5:1-8; Matt 9:35-10:8 (9-23)

June 21 — 4 Sunday after Pentecost; Father’s Day
Gen 21:8-21; Ps 86: 1-10, 16-17 or Ps 17:1-7, 15; Rom 6:1b-11; Matt 10:24-39

June 28 — 5th Sunday after Pentecost
Gen 22:1-14; Ps 13; Rom 6:12-23; Matt 10:40-42

FOR OUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION Let us please keep the following people in our prayers:

Ken & Cyndi Burgin, Gordie and Susan Barry, Katie Putnam, Martha Weeks, Mary Prater, Louise Burson, Ron
Williams, Char Crosby, Carol Weinert, Phyllis Burge, Penny Tracy & family concerns, Jean Smith,
Curt & Celie Norton, Barbara Schneider, Lynn LaRose, Joel Prater, Kerry Billings family concerns,
Connie Meade, Betty Tracy, Jesse Baker, Michael & Kathleen Haynes family concerns, Sandi Kolder,
the leaders in our church, our community, our country, the world, our unspoken requests, and our
joyous blessings and concerns.
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Y A View From the Belfry
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GRRRR!!! 0h, excuse me! | mean, howdy, from the belfry! Please excuse the first rather not very friendly welcoming
word, but | find it very frustrating to have to do all this typing, without any real fingers. And yes | could dictate it, but
none of you humans seem able to understand my native language, batsqueak. Even if you could understand it, most of
you may not be able to hear it because it’s in a very high register! Anyway, after having a half of a page written, | acci-
dentally hit the wrong key and every single precious gem of a word | wrote, vanished! No matter what | did, | couldn’t
get it to reappear! (Big sigh here.) So here it goes again! If you recall, last month we discussed the SAS system for organ-
izing how to run a church efficiently. This church has already completed the first few steps, which are for the Ad. Coun-
cil to vote to explore the SAS plan, send a letter to the District Superintendent to get permission to explore the plan,
receive the D.S.’s permission to explore the plan, and to have an SAS coach assigned to this church. The SAS coach then
works with us to establish an SAS prayer team and an SAS discernment team, which is supposed to lead in learning
about, organizing, and communicating about the plan with the church members. Those are the first 4 steps. Right now
we seem to be working on step 5, which is to implement a communication plan. Actually, we may be sort of stuck on
step 4, which is to lead in learning, organizing, and communicating the plan with all you good people. We actually con-
tacted the SAS coach awhile back and indicated that we aren’t really ready to move beyond that step yet. Some mem-
bers don’t see much difference between what we are already doing and what the plan suggests we should do. For this, |
am going to turn to our handy manual and show you the page which shows the two models side by side!
As you can see, there is a graph of the traditional organizational model, which looks like a bird cage with several ovals
and few circles neatly arranged so the birds can’t get out of the cage. There is also a long squarish line representing the
holder for the birdcage in case you want to hangitona
supporting pole. The lines connecting all these ovals and
circles show how communication flows between the
committees, which are named on the ovals and circles.
The Ad. Council (big oval at the bottom) and the Pastor
(little oval at the top) each communicate with all the
committees individually. This means that when the Ad.
Council meets, everybody on the Council discusses the o
reports from all the committees separately one at a
time. Since the minutes from all the committees are
handed out at the Ad. Council meeting, and since the
C.O.L. is the chair of the Ad. Council and is extremely
picky about obeying every single one of Roberts’ Rules
of Order at those meetings, and since we have about
seven committees in addition to the Ad. Council and the Pastor, these meeting last about 2 hours each. By then at least
half of the committee members have fallen asleep and the rest are eager to start throwing rotten tomatoes at the
C.O.L. chairing the meeting, who, while she deserves it, really doesn’t want that to happen. (Neither does the custodian,
I’'m sure!) If you look at the SAS model of communication, the one where all the circles and ovals look like a modern
multi-legged robot, you can see that the Leadership Board receives direct input from the Leadership Development
Team and the Staff-Parish team, but works through the pastor, and the other committees all report to the pastor, who
conveys the important stuff to the Leadership Team. In this model all the committees turn their minutes in to their own
committee members and the leadership team well before the next meeting, so everybody has a chance to read them
and comes to their meetings prepared to discuss and take action. This should shorten the meetings considerably. Also,
the individual committees have the power to make their own decisions on issues involving just that committee, without
running everything through the Leadership Committee.
Now, this is just part of the SAS plan. It gives the committees more autonomy in their areas of responsibility, and should
shorten the leadership board meetings. You know, I'm only a bat so you humans might not be willing to listen to my
squeaking, but it seems to me that you might try some of the SAS stuff in your current meetings without needing to to-
tally throw out the current baby with the old bath water to get a new baby in without knowing much about how it will
turn out. As an example, how about getting your minutes from each meeting to your fantastic Assistant Manager
Continued on next page

Traditional MFUMC Model SAS MFUMC Model
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Leadership
Develop-
ment Team




A VieW From the BEIfry Continued on previous page

Connie Kelsey, within only a few days of having held the
meeting? That way she can type them up all nice and pretty

and get them to the Leadership Board several days they meet

so they have time to go over them and come to the meeting

well prepared to discuss them if necessary. The members of

each committee should also get their minutes early so they

can suggest any corrections which should be made before they
get to the Leadership Team. If that one idea works, maybe

some of the other SAS ideas will work also! If this one doesn’t
work, at least you tried!

By the way, it was pointed out to me by one of you astute
Methodists that C.O.L. might stand for colonel as well as for g
Crabby Old Lady. At first | was horrified, because that Crabby

Old Lady is bossy enough without giving her a military rank

which in turn gives her the authority to boss people around! ‘ =

However, | calmed down when | remembered that there are | MJ—-MQ—JK

Date

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

periods in this C.0.L., meaning that they are an abbreviation E, s ‘ ‘ i ’ ’ .
for something. The military colonel might have one period, as | P 7L d’—e‘éﬂe‘“ _Od,ljicbﬂfdj
in Col. That would of course mean a military type colonel. (A | / qo N' C.Gdor S'h"eel" |

corn type colonel is actually spelled kernel so isn’t an issue \
here.) In contrast, the crabby old lady type colonel actually has “
three periods, C.0.L., showing that there are three words ‘
which together make up the content of the abbreviation.

9 Am.- Noon |
53:‘ old o (AP

I’'m taking up so much space of the newsletter, so Ill close!! \ i"‘}';m\éﬁfb@ff&ﬁyf “Trained ‘—)

Address

Time

Speaking of the C.0.L., she’s about to split a gusset because ‘
e 1. How old was Abram when God told him to leave his home and go to a place which
/ God would show him?
| A 21 D. 76
C. 75
| &
—

2.  What happened at the oak of Moreh, at Shechem, in the land of Canaan?

A. Somebody wrote the words to the song, Tie a Yellow Ribbon ‘Round the Old Oak Tree.

B. God told Abram that he would change his name to Abraham.

C. Abram settled there and raised his tent by the oak tree.

D. God came to Abram and said that He would give the land to his descendants, so Abram built an altar at that place.

E. Abram heard his wife Sarai laugh because she thought that Abram could not have any descendants because they were
so old they were beyond the age for procreating.

3.  What happened at the oak of Mamre?

A. God changed Abram’s name to Abraham and his wife Sarai’s name to Sarah.

B. Somebody wrote the words to the song, The Old Oaken Bucket.

C. Abraham showed hospitality to three men who appeared there, and the Lord told him that his wife Sarah would give
birth to a son, even though she was very old.

D. Abraham cut down the oak tree and made a bucket with which he drew water from
a nearby spring to give to the visitors.

E. Abraham built an altar from the rest of the wood which remained after he had made
the bucket. “
e (e

You can find the answers to these questions in Genesis 12:4; 12:6-7; and 18:1-15.

The United Women in Faith May 5" meeting was called to order by president, ' United
Candace Haskell, with 15 members present. Ruth Annelin offered the opening 4
prayer and the devotional. " .‘ Women

in Faith

Thirty new books have been added to the library for the reading program and
are on the shelves. Also, Julia Hulka from the Northern Skies District will conduct
a Book Talk, June 9, via Zoom. If you are interested in participating, let Connie know and she will provide the link. In
addition, the Michigan Mission Conference will be held in Mt. Pleasant, June 16-18. The theme is “Soul Care.” Again,
see Connie for details.

Natalie will receive a graduation quilt this year. Luis will be graduating after he returns to Brazil. He will receive a quilt
also.

Greeting us in Ojibway, Pastor BJ, member of the Eagle Clan, presented an intriguing program on Native American Spir-
ituality. A lively discussion followed.

Our next meeting is June 2. Connie Kelsey will present the program. The UWF picnic is scheduled for August 4 with a
50’s/60’s sock hop theme. Save the date.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 and tantalizing refreshments provided by Linda Moon and Sharon Feichtenbiner
were enjoyed. All women are encouraged to attend the meeting. Our focus is on women, children and youth issues.

Submitted from Char Crosby

Greetings from your Worship Trustees Report

committee

The Trustees met on May 5th at 10 AM. While Gordie continues
to heal, Vic Vanderville has agreed to be the short-term interim
chairperson. The kitchen counter framework has been approved
and work should begin soon.

If you have any task around the church that needs attention,
guestions or comments please contact a Vic or John Livingston.

“Welcome Friends”, we hope you are enjoying
this song that we will now be singing just one
chorus and immediately after greeting each oth-
er. Feel free to step into the aisle and hugs are
welcome!

While on the topic of music, let’s all give thanks
for our music leader Cynthia, whose love of God
flows out of her heart and hands as she leads us
in song. What an inspiration she is from juggling Cynthia is taking requests from the “Faith We Sing” and the
her husband’s health while they were out of “Worship & Song” hymnals! She is asking that you let her
town, along with her own eyesight concerns know in advance so that she can have time to practice before
without missing a Sunday service or UWF com- the next Sunday service.

mitment. We are truly blessed.

While in the sanctuary take a glance up into the
Upper Room window, our technology room,

which now has a fresh new look thanks to Lynn
and Jack, along with a bit of help from a few A Vacation Bible School (VBS) program is being planned for

others. Thanks to all. Tuesday afternoons at the Fairgrounds Day Camp.

As always, please consider signing up for usher/ The tentative dates will be Tuesdays, June 16-August 18 from
greeter, altar flowers, fellowship, liturgist, adult 12:30-3:30 PM (times could adjust slightly). The large group
helper for youth Sunday school, and special games will not include “religious” elements. The smaller grade
events as they arise. It takes all of us. groups are K-2, 3-5, 6th on up that will meet for Bible story and
We welcome ideas, remember we are here to craft/other activity.

create a worship service that stimulates, in-
spires, comforts and strengthens our relation-
ship with God and each other.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE HYMN?

Community Vacation Bible School

If you might be interested in helping, even just for one Tuesday
this summer, call or text Heidi Troyer, landline 341-2965, cell
450-4519. Those who can pray are just as helpful as those who

. can volunteer to be there!
Blessings, Candace




