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As May begins and the beauty of spring unfolds around us, I am reminded that God is 
always at work making all things new. In the church, renewal does not come only 
through seasons of joy and growth. It also comes through prayerful discernment, honest 
conversation, and a shared willingness to listen for the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

Throughout this season, our congregation is discerning the Simplified Accountability Structure (SAS). 
I want to encourage each of us to approach this conversation in a spirit worthy of Christ: with humili-
ty, openness, patience, and love. 

For many of us, discussions about church structure do not feel as inspiring as worship, mission, Bible 
study, or service. That is understandable. But in the life of the church, structure matters because it 
shapes how we live out our ministry. It affects how leaders are supported, how decisions are made, 
how communication happens, and how clearly we can focus on the work God has given us. 

As United Methodists, we believe the church is called to be ordered for the sake of mission. Our 
structures are not the mission itself. They are meant to support the ministry of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. When we examine how we are organized, we are 
not turning away from ministry. We are asking how to serve Christ more faithfully and fruitfully. 

The Simplified Accountability Structure invites us to consider questions such as these: 

• How can we make responsibilities clearer? 

• How do we strengthen trust and accountability in leadership? 

• How do we reduce unnecessary complexity so that more energy goes toward ministry? 

• How do we support collaboration while remaining faithful stewards of the church’s work? 

These are not merely administrative questions. They are spiritual ones. They ask how we will live to-
gether as the body of Christ. 

As United Methodists, we are part of a connectional church. We know that faithful discernment is 
rarely an individual act. It happens in community. It happens through prayer, conferencing, listening, 
and seeking wisdom together. That means this process should not belong only to a few leaders or 
committees. It belongs to the whole congregation. 

Not everyone will feel the same way about SAS. Some may feel hopeful. Some may feel uncertain. 
Some may have real concerns or important questions. That is not a problem to avoid. That is part of 
discernment. We do not have to begin in agreement to move forward faithfully, but we do need to 
speak truthfully, listen carefully, and treat one another with Christian charity. 

The Apostle Paul reminds us that the church is one body with many members. We do not all see 
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 from the same angle, and we do not all carry the same responsibilities, but we be-
long to one another in Christ. That truth should guide our conversations. We should 
be slow to assume, quick to listen, and committed to preserving the unity of the Spir-

it in the bond of peace. 

So, I invite you to take part through this season of discernment in four simple ways: 

• Pray faithfully. Pray for wisdom, clarity, and grace. Pray for our church leaders and for the con- 

      gregation as a whole. Ask God to shape not only our decisions, but our hearts. 

• Learn actively. Read the information that is shared. Create opportunities for conversation.  

      Take time to understand what is being proposed and why. 

• Speak graciously. Share your questions and concerns honestly but do so in a spirit of love. 

      Avoid assumptions, side conversations, and unnecessary suspicion. 

• Keep our mission before us. The question is not simply what structure feels familiar or effi-
cient. The deeper question is what will best help us love God, love our neighbors, and carry out 
the ministry Christ has entrusted to us. 

My prayer is that this process will strengthen us, not divide us. I pray that we will become not only 
a church that decides but a church that discerns well: patiently, prayerfully, and together. 

Thank you for caring about the life of this congregation. Thank you for your prayers, your pres-
ence, your witness, your gifts, and your service. These are not just words in a membership vow. 
They are the means by which God forms us into a faithful people. 

May the Holy Spirit guide us in every conversation, and may Christ be glorified in all we do. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL REPORT: 
 

Our April Ad Council meeting was held on April 14. Our finances are in good standing. The Treasurer’s re-
port has been changed from 
monthly to quarterly reports. 
The committees provided 
reports. We heard about VBS,  
and mission projects from 
the committee reports. SAS 
was discussed. SAS was also 
discussed. If anyone has any 
questions, please ask.   
The next Administrative 
Council meeting will be held 
at 10:00 am on Tuesday, July 
21, 2026. If there are addi-
tions to the usual agenda 
please notify Connie Kelsey 
or Janet Helmbold before this 
meeting date. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CONTRIBUTION  
INFORMATION BREAKDOWN—MARCH 2026 
 

GENERAL FUND          $5,433.85 
GENERAL FUND EFTS                      $1,365.00 
BUILDING FUND             $280.00 
NOISY OFFERING (MARCH-UMCOR)              $300.47 
TED BURSON MEMORIAL            $510.00 
T-SHIRT SALES                $30.00 
PAPER LILIES                $20.00 
 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS FOR MARCH 2026                   $7,939.32 
————————————————————————————— 
YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS MARCH 2026    $23,071.32 
YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS MARCH 2025       $23,797.47 
DIFFERENCE                          -$762.15 
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Adult Sunday 
School 9:30 AM 
Worship 11 AM  
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Bible Study  
11 AM 
Prayer Group  
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Pasty Prep 7:30 
Sales 10—1 PM 
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Adult Sunday 
School 9:30 AM 
Worship 11 AM 
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Memorial Day 
Office Closed 
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Adult Sunday 
School 9:30 AM 
Worship 11 AM 
 

John  
Livingston 
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First United Methodist Church  

We exist to joyfully share God’s love,  

preach the Good News, and make disciples. 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

United Methodist Women’s 
Spiritual Growth Retreat 

Fri 5 PM     —     Sat 9 AM 

Program 6 PM Lunch 12 PM 

May Mission Noisy Offering — Red Bird Mission/Henderson Settlement 
A mission, as part of the body of Christ, to lift up Jesus Christ by providing basic 

needs to people in the Appalachian Mountains in Kentucky, through God’s love.  

Drop your donation in glass jar as you enter or exit the sanctuary!   
Thank you for your donation! 

Congratulations Natalie Gauthier as you graduate from Manistique High School! 
We pray that your future is blessed and filled with treasured adventures! 

May you see God’s blessings every day! 

Pastor B.J. will be at Annual Conference May 28-May 31 

Connie will be at Annual Conference May 29-May 31 

If you have any pastoral needs, please contact Janet. 



 

 

 

Committee updates and newsletter articles  

are always welcome!  

If you have anything you wish to have published 
in the next newsletter submit before  

 May 22, 2026 deadline.  

Pictures and other additions can be emailed to: 
office@manistiquemethodist.org 

As many of you know we have a group in this church, called the Prayer Chain, that 
offers daily prayers for individuals, situations, and problems brought to them. Prayer 
requests can also involve individuals, situations, etc. outside our church community.  

These prayer requests may be called in to Pastor B.J. Ash at 906-341-6662 (church) or 
906-286-1492 (Pastor B.J. cell). You may also call Carol Weinert at 906-341-4499.  

Prayer 

Chain 

Visit www.facebook.com and search 1st United 
Methodist Church where you see the magnifying 

glass at the top of the page.  

Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.  

Visit www.youtube.com and search Manistique 
First UMC where you see the magnifying glass at 

the top of the page. 

LECTIONARY 

FOR OUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION Let us please keep the following people in our prayers:  

Ken & Cyndi Burgin, Gordie and Susan Barry, Katie Putnam, Martha Weeks, Mary Prater, Louise Burson & 
family, Ron Williams, Char Crosby, Carol Weinert, Phyllis Burge, Penny Tracy & family concerns, 
Jean Smith, Curt & Celie Norton, Barbara Schneider, Lynn LaRose, Joel Prater, Kerry Billings family 
concerns, Connie Meade, Betty Tracy, Jesse Baker, Michael & Kathleen Haynes family concerns, 
Sandi Kolder, the leaders in our church, our community, our country, the world, our unspoken re-
quests, and our joyous blessings and concerns. 

Be sure to check out the slide on Sunday to find 
out our Noisy Offering collections! 

Thank you for your support! 

May 3 — 5th Sunday of Easter 
     Prov 4:10-18; Ps 119:9-32; 1 Pet 2:2-10; John 14:1-14 
 

May 10 — 6th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day; Festival of the Christian Home 
     Ex 34:1-7; Ps 115; 1 Pet 3:13-22; John 14:15-21 
 

May 17 — Ascension Sunday 
     Isa 45:1-7; Ps 21:1-7; 1 Pet 4:12-14, 5:6-11; John 17:1-11 
 

May 24 — Pentecost; Heritage Sunday; Aldersgate Day 
    Num 11:24-30; Ps 104:24-34, 35b; 1 Cor 12:3b-13; John 7:37-39 
 

May 31 — Trinity Sunday; Peace with Justice Sunday 
    Gen 1:1-2:4a; Ps 8; 2 Cor 13:11-13; Matt 28:16-20 

 

 

 

A View From the Belfry 

May 2026 

 I don’t believe it!! I have been appointed as the S.A.S. spokesperson for the 

newsletter! As unbelievable as it sounds, the Crabby Old Lady (C.O.L. for short) nominated me to be the one 
who explains the S.A.S. program! To be honest, I suspect that she hopes I’ll screw it up and embarrass myself 
or something! Well, I’ll show her! She’s not so perfect herself! First of all, she’s spelling it wrong! It should be 
SASS, not SAS! And frankly, although she may not know it herself, I’m pretty sure everybody already knows 
what SASS is anyway. For the rare person who may not, it’s when somebody, often a kid, gives somebody, 
usually an adult, a lot of back talk using a bratty voice! My third cousin Brucie Bat has a nephew, Bratty Bat, 
who is a master at being sassy! I may just get...huh? (Sorry, but C.O.L. is at it again.) What do you mean it isn’t 
spelled with two esses? Just SAS? Are you sure? O.K. O.K! Sorry. My mistake. She says it isn’t SASS I’m sup-
posed to write about. It’s SAS. Why you folks want to know about the Scandinavian Airline System is beyond 
me, but here goes. The Scandinavian Airline System is a commercial airlines serving those Scandinavi-
an...what? Not that SAS? But I at least know a little about that SAS. The C.O.L. rode on one of their planes 
once and they didn’t kick her off, so she’s a fan of their planes. Huh? Well I don’t think it’s irrelevant! Nobody 
cares? I’m going to get fired if I don’t shape up? But I was...OK, I get the picture. Yeah, but...yeah OK!! YES 
Ma’am! No, I won’t. OK! Geez! (Sorry, but that C.O.L. can get pretty riled up at times!) 
 Well, let’s start over. She wants me to write about some plan which has been developed to help 
churches get their business done in an easier and quicker way than many of them use now. The plan is called 
the Simplified, Accountable Structure plan. (I guess that’s where the SAS comes from.) The goal is to help 
churches get the business of the church done more efficiently and quickly, but still cover everything that 
needs to be covered. The first step, before changing anything or throwing out what we do now and going 
gung ho into a plan which nobody really understands yet, is to figure out how the system works and whether 
or not it might benefit this church. For that step a few of the members of this church have been appointed to 
a discernment team. Its goal is to become familiar with the plan, and then to teach the church people about it 
so we can decide if it would help us, work for us, just confuse us, or what. Once we figure that out, this group 
of members will try to explain the plan to everybody else so everybody can have a part of the decision mak-
ing. To help them, the discernment team has met a few times with a guy who knows all about it and can an-
swer their questions. His name if Rev. Noggle, and he works with churches which are thinking about trying the 
program. (My first question was what does discernment mean? I guess it means to figure it out so you under-
stand it and can tell how it’s the same and how it’s different from other plans.) So far the team has had a few 
meetings with Rev. Noggle, but it’s been a while since that happened, and so far we haven’t done too much 
to share the plan with other church members. At this point what I’ve picked up is that each individual com-
mittee will be responsible for doing the work of that committee. Duh. Isn’t that what committees do? Their 
own work? Why would a committee take over some other committee’s work anyway? Suppose the Board of 
Trustees decide to take on the work of the Quilters Group. Can you imagine what kind of quilts they’d make? 
I’d like to...huh? OK, Ok. (I’m getting sidetracked according to the C.O.L.., and she doesn’t like side tracks, 
whatever they are. OK!!! Sheesh!) Anyway, each committee will report to the pastor, who may end up with a 
lot more work (or not, but if so, that’s ok because we have a very capable pastor who loves to work). Howev-
er, people won’t have to attend as many meetings, and the meetings they do attend probably won’t take as 
long to get through. For one, they won’t all have to attend the Ad Council meetings, (which will probably be 
called something else like maybe the Leadership Board or the Head Honcho Committee), and the meetings of 
that committee can go faster because instead of getting minutes from all the committee meetings at the Head 
Honcho Board meetings, minutes from all the committees will be received in advance of the Head Honcho  

Continued on next page 



 

 

1. When is Pentecost? 
 A.  The 50th day from the 2nd day of Passover. 
 B.  The 7th Sunday after Easter.  
 C.  On Whitsunday. 
 D.  All of the above. 
 E.  None of the above. 

 

2. What does Pentecost commemorate? 
 A.  The celebration of everything associated with the number 5. 
 B.  The descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles, as shown by tongues of fire on their heads. 
 C.  The descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles, as shown by each listener hearing what the
       apostles said in his or her own language. 
 D.  The gathering and dedication of the olive harvest. 
 E.  The invention of the pentahedron. 
 

Answers to the above questions can be found in your dictionary, in the Bible in 
the book of Acts, chapter 2:1-21, or by looking in both of these resources. 

———————————————————————— 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE -    

Open Mic Night was held April 18th from 6:30-8 PM. Thank you to our 

performers: M.C. Pastor B.J., Alex Ash, Connie Kelsey, Bob Whinnen 

with jokes and readings. Pastor B.J. was our musical talent for the 

night. His tuba/piano playing was definitely uplifting for the 18 

guests! Thank you eve-

ryone who helped with 

the cookies, popcorn 

and refreshments. 

The next Education 

Committee meeting will 

be May 7 at 11 a.m.  

A VIEW FROM THE BELFRY  Continued from previous page 

Board meeting so everybody will have read them ahead of time instead of at the meeting, and that should 
save some time. There are some neat diagrams which show the differences between how things are orga-
nized now and how they would be organized under the SAS plan. I also have some examples of how they 
might work from our Batty Preparedness plan which we bats have developed to deal with concerns in our bat 
neighborhoods. For example, we have several committees which help us keep order in the bat belfry. We 
have the Mosquito Committee, the Black Fly Committee, the Bat Squeak Preparedness Committee, the 
Bat...huh? (It’s the C.O.L. again.) No it isn’t irrelevant! Bats have organizational skills too! What? But if I don’t 
name the bat committees how will anybody know what I’m talking about? Yes I know I’m taking up a lot of 
space, but Connie said I could! Oh, all right! The C.O.L. says I have to stop this nonsense (IT ISN’T NONSENSE!!) 
because I’m hogging the whole newsletter. I guess I’ll have to wait until next month to show you how it all 
works. I’ll be using the nifty pictures of the design models, and...OK! OK! OK! Sorry folks, but C.O.L. is cutting 
me off! Bye until next month! Sheesh! 

 

 

 The United Women in Faith April meeting was opened 
with prayer and a special devotional presented by Bette Jahn. 

 The Reflection Breakfast held in March was very success-
ful with over 20 members and guests attending. Our guest 
speaker, Kathleen Haynes, delivered an uplifting message on the topic of “Jesus is the Way”. 
Everyone who participated in the program did an excellent job. Thank you ladies! 

 The Northern Skies District Spiritual Growth Retreat will be held on May 1-2. Thank to 
everyone who volunteered to set up or clean up; and making the welcome festive with cook-
ies and bars. The entire Northern Skies District UWF looks forward to spending time here in 
Manistique. We have 49 people registered to attend. 

 Louise Burson spoke concerning a memorial service honoring Ted on July 3. Planning for 
this service is in the making. 

 The program was presented by Lynn La Rose. She presented an enlightenment talk con-
cerning the religion Buddhism. The meeting was adjourned. A delicious refreshment was pro-
vided by Louise Burson. 

 The next meeting will be held on May 5 at 1 p.m. All women are invited to attend with 
our focus on women, youth and children. 

Submitted from Carolyn Williams 

Worship Committee 
 

Volunteers are needed to sign-up for 
Usher/Greeter, Altar Flowers, Fel-
lowship, and an adult’s caring eye 
during Children’s Sunday School. 

Maybe a friend would like to  
volunteer with you. 

 

The next Worship Committee meeting 
will be held on May 7 at 10 AM. Words can not express to my Church family 

the heartfelt thanks for all the cards, notes, 
phone calls, e-mails, food and visits since 
Ted’s death in January. 
They got us through some of the unbearable 
sadness and we will never forget your kind-
ness. 
 

Louise Burson & family 


