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Church Phone: (906) 341-6662
Pastor: Rev. B.J. Ash Cell: 906-286-1492
email: pastor@manistiquemethodist.org

Office Hours: Pastor B.J. M-F 8 am-12 pm, Off Wed
Connie: Office Hours T-W 10-2 pm, plus working

remotely M, Th and F, cell 989-289-2799 or
email: office@manistiquemethodist.org

www.manistiquemethodist.org

Are you looking for a way to
make your offering/giving
process easier?

Stop by the office and fill out an Electronic
Fund Transfer Authorization form.

You  Find uson
(D YouTube

Visit www.youtube.com and search
Manistique First UMC where you see the
magnifying glass at the top of the page.
Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.
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ASTOR'S As this newsletter reaches you on Palm Sunday, we stand at the
woros | €d8e of Holy Week with Jesus. We have walked the Lenten road

of prayer, repentance, reflection, and renewed devotion. We

have listened again for the call of Christ, who asks us to follow him not
only in moments of joy and celebration, but also through suffering, sur-
render, and sacrificial love.

Palm Sunday reminds us how quickly the world can shift. The cries of
“Hosanna!” give way to the sorrow of the cross. The same road that be-
gins in celebration leads to Jerusalem, to betrayal, to grief, and to a
tomb. And yet, this is the mystery at the heart of our faith: what looks
like the end is not the end at all. In Jesus Christ, God is still at work when
hope seems buried, when the road grows dark, and when we cannot yet

see what comes next.

That is why our upcoming Easter worship series, Journey’s End/A New
Start, speaks so powerfully to this season. So much of life is lived at that
very crossroads. We know what it is
to come to the end of something fa-
miliar: a season, a certainty, a plan,
a chapter of life, a way we thought
things would go. Faith does not
spare us those endings. But the
good news of Easter is that God
meets us there. The risen Christ
greets his followers not in the safety
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of what used to be, but in the dawning of something new.

Easter does not erase the wounds of Good Friday; it trans-

forms them. Resurrection is not denial. It is God’s holy declaration that
sin does not have the final word, death does not have the final word,

despair does not have the final word. In Year A, we hear again the Gos-

pel’s invitation to behold Jesus as Emmanuel, God with us, from the

beginning of the story to the empty tomb and beyond. And because he

is with us, we can step into uncertain days with courage, trusting that
every faithful ending held in Christ can become, by grace, a new begin-

ning.

As we enter this holiest time of the year, | invite you to make room in
your heart for the full journey. Walk with Jesus through the waving
palm branches, the upper room, through the garden, to the cross,
through the silence of Saturday, and into the astonishment of Easter
morning. Bring your hopes. Bring your griefs. Bring your questions.
Bring the parts of your life that feel unfinished, weary, or ready for re-
newal. The risen Christ is not done writing your story. Let us worship
together in these sacred days as we remember, grieve, rejoice, and

begin again in the light of resurrection.

Manistique
First United
Methodist Church

April Mission Noisy Offering —

First United Methodist Church

We exist to joyfully share God’s love,

1

preach the Good News, and make disciples.

April 2026
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May the Lord bless
you and keep you,
strengthen you for
the journey, and fill
you with the hope
of Christ’s new life
this Easter and al-
ways.

GENERAL FUND

GENERAL FUND EFTS

BUILDING FUND

NOISY OFFERING (FEB.-HELPFUL HOTSPOT)
NOISY OFFERING (JAN.-DEACON’S FUND)
TED BURSON MEMORIAL

INITIAL OFFERING

Grace and peace to TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS FOR FEBRUARY 2026

each of you always.

Pastor B.J.

YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS FEBRUARY 2026
YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS FEBRUARY 2025
DIFFERENCE

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CONTRIBUTION
INFORMATION BREAKDOWN—FEBRUARY 2026

$6,267.00
$1,365.00
$180.00
$250.00
$37.00
$275.00
$1.00

$8,375.00

$15,132.00
$14,746.50
$385.50

Heifer International ;e”tzn &Sg”p' Good Friday
This noisy offering assists foreign and domestic ﬁre35‘30 Pel\\;lo- Ecurpenlcal
communities in need to create long-term solutions to on >: Sgrvnce 1PM
reduce hunger and poverty. Zion Lutheran
Drop your donation in glass jar as you enter or exit the Church ;
sanctuary! Thank you for your donation!
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As many of you know we have a group in this church, called the Prayer Chain, that
Prayer offers daily prayers for individuals, situations, and problems brought to them. Prayer
requests can also involve individuals, situations, etc. outside our church community.

Cha i n These prayer requests may be called in to Pastor B.J. Ash at 906-341-6662 (church) or
906-286-1492 (Pastor B.J. cell). You may also call Carol Weinert at 906-341-4499.

. \ )y
Find us on S

Facebook

Visit www.facebook.com and search 1st United
Methodist Church where you see the magnifying
glass at the top of the page.

Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.

Committee updates and newsletter articles
are always welcome!
If you have anything you wish to have published
in the next newsletter submit before
April 22, 2026 deadline.
Pictures and other additions can be emailed to:
office@manistiquemethodist.org

Visit www.youtube.com and search Manistique
First UMC where you see the magnifying glass at
the top of the page.

Be sure to check out the slide on Sunday to find
out our Noisy Offering collections!
Thank you for your support!

April 5 — Easter Sunday
Jer 31:1-6; Ps 118:1-2, 14-24; Col 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or Matt 28:1-10

April 12 — 2nd Sunday of Easter
Ex 15:1-11; Ps 111; 1 Pet 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

April 19 — 3rd Sunday of Easter; Native American Ministries Sunday
Isa 51:1-6; Ps 34:1-10; 1 Pet 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35

April 26 — 4th Sunday of Easter
Ezk 34:7-15; Ps 100; 1 Pet 2:19-25; John 10:1-10

FOR OUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION Let us please keep the following people in our prayers:

Katie Putnam, Martha Weeks, Gordie Barry, Mary Prater, Louise Burson & family, Ron Williams, Char Crosby,
Ken & Cyndi Burgin, Carol Weinert, Phyllis Burge, Penny Tracy & family concerns, Jean Smith, Curt
& Celie Norton, Barbara Schneider, Lynn LaRose, Katie Putnam, Joel Prater, Kerry Billings family
concerns, Connie Meade, Betty Tracy, Jesse Baker, Michael & Kathleen Haynes family concerns,
Sandi Kolder, the leaders in our church, our community, our country, the world, our unspoken re-
guests, and our joyous blessings and concerns.
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LY A View From the Belfry
% o April 2026

Wha... wha...wha happened??!? Did | do something wrong??!?? Last month | made a pass-
ing reference to maybe having iffy weather in March, and watching out because of that. | honestly
didn’t mean for all those angry weather persons on all those television channels to take offence! |
didn’t even think there were really that many angry weather persons! After March came in like ei-
ther a sort of wimpy lion or an unusually irritated lamb, it apparently got tired of doing things half
way, because it certainly delivered the weather of a whole herd (a whole den?) of furious lions to
shove March out of the place. Or maybe they were outraged polar bears. Anyway, | guess we have
now experienced the storm of the century or something. | never understood why so many otherwise
sane and hardy Yoopers vacated the premises around November or so and headed down South to
hide out. | always felt that a comfy belfry (even one which doesn’t really exist) was the best place to
be during all of the seasons. Well, I'm thinking about rethinking that one. | watched as my cozy bel-
fry became more and more buried by all that howling wind blowing an unbelievable amount of snow
into and around my precious belfry home! It was scary enough when it rose to the top of the belfry
stump. When it got twice as high as the remains of the belfry, | considered heading south myself,
but | couldn’t find south, or anywhere else, in all that wind and snow and everything else blowing
around out there. When all the trees and telephone poles and electric lines vanished under the
snow, | had serious misgivings about the wisdom of sticking around. However, being the intrepid
and indomitable bat that | am, | stuck it out, as did most of you intrepid and indomitable Method-
ists! (I noticed that crabby and cowardly old lady who is always complaining about something or
somebody, (mainly about me), headed to Florida the first time a single little itty bitty snowflake
fluttered down a mile from her house. Fortunately it appears that the worst has passed, and we are
sure to have a better April. (I hope, wings crossed.) Meanwhile, you are resuming all of your sched-
uled activities such as the soup and bread Lenten suppers, a Palm Sunday service with palm fronds
or leaves or whatever they are, an ecumenical Good Friday service, a moving outdoor sunrise service
on Easter morning, and a great Easter Sunday dinner potluck! There will also be other events as well,
such as a handbell concert on April 12, another open mic event, possibly even a bat fantasia party
and a...what? (C.O.L. again, interrupting my work with her usual crabby complaints!) Who says? (Oh.
SHE says, of course. She’s saying that we AREN’T having any bat fantasia event.) Well maybe not, but
there could be. Huh? Now that’s not fair!!! (She says that bats aren’t capable of planning, holding,
and cleaning up after such an event, and that the whole idea is stupid!) Well geez! Maybe some of
you Methodists could help us out here! How about all of us working together to plan a great bat fan-
tasia, with lots of mosquitoes for refreshments? Now what??!! Oh. Uh, no, | guess not. She says that
there aren’t any mosquitoes around right now, and they might never be seen again if all this snow
doesn’t melt before June. Besides that, she doesn’t think very many of you Methodists would care
to eat mosquitoes for refreshments. She’s probably right, and to tell you the truth, secretly I’'m glad,
because there might not be enough of them left for us bats if you humans became very fond of
them. It sounded like a good idea, though. Huh? OK so maybe not as good idea as | first thought, but
at least it was worth a try. Huh? (Big sigh.) She says that it was NOT worth a try and to end this stu-
pid article! OK, but it’s not a stupid article. Huh? No it isn’t. Huh? (Sigh) Bye, folks!



EDUCATION COMMITTEE - HELP WANTED!

Volunteers are needed to help with Vacation Bible School June 15-18. Some of the regular volunteers are not

able to help this year. Especially needed is someone to run the games and someone to be in charge of music
and ‘dance.’ VBS runs from 9 a.m. to noon for four days. Help is also welcome for other areas of VBS. Anyone
interested in volunteering for all or part of VBS is asked to call the church office at 341-6662 or e-mail

office@manistiquemethodist.org.

Education Committee members reviewed what’s needed for this year’s VBS. The theme is Snowball Moun-
tain Challenge and focuses on Philippians 4:13, “l can do all things through him who strengthens me.” Clas-
ses include Bible stories, music, crafts, science, recreation and snacks, which all incorporate this year’s

theme.

Committee members said all the suggestions are very do-able and they will be drawing up lists for materials

to be ordered by the next meeting.

Planning is also underway for the next Open Mic Night on April 18 from 6:30
to 8 p.m. The Vitality Committee has agreed to help out with refreshments
again. Watch for publicity in the Advisor, Pioneer Tribune and online.

The next Education Committee meeting will be April 16 at 10 a.m.

1. When is Maundy Thursday?
A. The Thursday before Good Friday.
B. The Thursday following Easter Sunday.
/ C. The Thursday before Halloween unless Halloween falls
on a Thursday, when it is on Halloween Day.
D. Whenever the Pope declares it will be in any given year.
E. Shortly after St. Swithin’s Day.

2. What is recognized on Maundy Thursday?
A. Nothing. “Maundy” is simply a mispronunciation of the word “Monday”.
B. Jesus eating the Last Supper with His disciples.
C. Jesus washing the feet of His disciples.
D. Jesus praying in the garden with the disciples.

E. Passover. ‘
To find the answers to these questions, look up Maundy Thursday in your ‘ -
———

dictionary (or ask Dan Kelsey who may direct you to Google).

The United Women in Faith March meeting was opened ' United
with prayer and a special prayer for healing for Martha, Katie - - Women
and Gordie Barry. ’ in Faith

A reminder was spoken that the list of Shut-In church
members and friends is at the church office, along with a calendar for noting dates of visits to
those shut-ins.

Ruth’s article that was printed in last month’s newsletter has been submitted to the Re-
sponse Magazine to be published.

There are new books in the Library that meet the Reading Program requirements. How-
ever, anyone can check out a book and enjoy reading them.

A Hostess committee has been created to provide meals for family and friends when
funerals are held at the church.

UWF’s Five-Star Mission Program will be given a gift amount of $25 each In Memory of
Jo Nell Rubick and In Honor of Phyllis Burge.

Rosemary McCormick gave a very nice program on the Roman Catholic Church’s con-
cepts and beliefs of their Christian faith.

The Reflection Breakfast will be held on March 28th at 9:30 a.m. All are welcome to
come and bring a friend.

The Northern Skies District Spiritual Growth Retreat will be held on May 1-2 here in
Manistique at the Comfort Inn. Anyone interested in attending must have their registration
form and fee of $20 turned into Linda by April 7th. Any questions ask Connie.

Meeting adjourned. Delicious refreshment was provided by Candace.

The next meeting will be held on April 7 at 1 p.m. All women are invited to attend with

our focus on women, youth and children.
Submitted from Carolyn Williams

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL REPORT:

The next Administrative Council meeting will be held at 10:00 am on Tuesday, April 14, 2026. If there are
additions to the usual agenda please notify Connie Kelsey or Janet Helmbold before this meeting date.

Respectfully submitted, Janet Helmbold

NOTICE OF SPECIAL CALLED DISTRICT CONFERENCE || Worship Committee

All members of the Northern Skies District

Volunteers are needed to sign-up
for Usher/Greeter, Altar Flowers,
Fellowship, and an adult’s caring
eye during Children’s Sunday
School.
Maybe a friend would like to
volunteer with you.

The Northern Skies District will hold a virtual District Con-
ference through Zoom on Tuesday, April 7th at 7:00 PM.
The purpose of this specially called District Conference will
be to affirm or not affirm the decision of the District Lead-
ership Team, the Board of Church Location and Building,
and the Extended Cabinet.
Those wishing to vote on this issue should register with an
email address with their church administrator or Pastor
B.J. NOTE: Zoom only allows one vote per device. The next Worship Committee meeting
Rev. Kristi Hintz, Northern Skies District Superintendent will be held on May 7 at 10 AM.




