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Are you looking for a way to 

make your offering/giving  

process easier? 

Stop by the office and fill out an Electronic 

Fund Transfer Authorization form. 
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As we journey through this season of Lent, we are reminded that God's 

mercy and love are abundant and ever-present. Our worship series, 

"Renewed in Mercy," invites us to reflect on the ways God has shown 

mercy to us and how we can extend that same mercy to others. 

The recently concluded Winter Olympics provided a powerful example of this 

theme. Athletes from around the world came together, not just to compete, but 

also to support one another. We saw acts of sportsmanship and kindness that 

transcended national boundaries. This is a reflection of God's kingdom here on 

earth—a testament to how we are called to live in community with one another. 

As we continue our Lenten journey, let us strive to be renewed in mercy. Let us 

ask ourselves: How can I show kindness and compassion to those around me? 

How can I extend forgiveness and understanding? And how can I support my fel-

low brothers and sisters in Christ as we walk together towards the cross? 

Remember, Lent is not just about giving something up, but also about taking on 

new habits of love, grace, and mercy. It's a time to renew our faith and deepen 

our relationship with God. 

I encourage you to join us for worship each Sunday as we explore these themes 

together. And if you haven't already, consider participating in our Lenten small 

groups or other spiritual practices that can enrich your journey. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 

Pastor B.J. 

PASTOR’S                   

WORDS 



 

 

  EDUCATION COMMITTEE -   
It was almost like Christmas as Edu-
cation Committee members looked 
over the materials for this year’s Va-
cation Bible School. This summer’s 
VBS theme is Snowball Mountain 
Challenge. Youth will be learning les-
sons based on Philippians 4:13, “I can 
do all things through Him who 
strengthens me.” Fun-filled activities 
include Bible stories about courage 
and hope, as well as music, crafts, 
science experiments, games and 
snacks. The four-day VBS is set for 
June 15-18, from 9 a.m. to noon at 
the church. Volunteers are needed, 
especially with the games. Volun-
teers do not need to commit to all four days or even a full day. Helping out for an hour or two is wel-
come. Contact Connie at the church office, 906-341-6662, if you’re able to help out.  

At its Feb. 19 meeting, the Education Committee reviewed the first Open Mic Night. Carol reported 
that 21 people attended, and there were six acts. There was a nice mix of music, reading, poetry and 
jokes. Comments from the attendees were positive. The committee decided to aim for Open Mic 
Nights every other month, with the next one set for April 18. An earlier time was chosen, based on 
comments from attendees. It will be held from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Fellowship Room. The atmos-
phere is very relaxed, and any family oriented entertainment is welcome. Come join us on April 18, 
and spread the word! 

Pastor BJ reported that attendance at both adult and youth Sunday School has been pretty steady.  
Penny noted that we have some new children attending church with their families, and hopefully they 
will be joining the group as 
they get more comfortable. 
We are also still looking for 
volunteers to help with Youth 
Community Projects. Pastor 
BJ said one person has ex-
pressed an interest in leading 
a project from time to time. 
Leaders find and organize 
community projects that 
youth can do. Anyone inter-
ested in helping can call Con-
nie or Pastor BJ at the church 
office at 906-341-6662. 

The next Education Com-
mittee meeting is Tuesday, 
March 10 at 10 a.m. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CONTRIBUTION  
INFORMATION BREAKDOWN—JANUARY 2026 

GENERAL FUND          $5,769.00 
GENERAL FUND EFTS                      $1,365.00 
BUILDING FUND             $360.00 
HUMAN RELATIONS SUNDAY                $5.00 
 
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS FOR JANUARY 2026     $7,499.00 
————————————————————————————— 
YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS JANUARY 2026     $7,499.00 
YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS JANUARY 2025        $7,683.00 
DIFFERENCE                         $184.50 
 
Noisy Offering: $37.00 was collected for the Deacon’s Fund and will be 
included in February‘s report. 

      THANK YOU to everyone who helped make   

    our first Open Mic Night a success! 

PERFORMERS: 

Pastor B.J., who set the perfect tone as MC with his pastor jokes;  

Mary Whinnen 

Ron Lee 

Don Carlson 

Gwen Foor 

Val Green 

A special thank you to Connie Kelsey. She’s our John the Baptist in the Bible 

or Sam Gamgee in Lord of the Rings. She smooths the way, levels the hills and 

always has a bit of rope’ in case it’s needed. Thanks so much! 

Vitality Committee members 
for snacks and cleanup: 
Lynn LaRose 
Dan & Connie Kelsey 
Mary Whinnen 
Pastor B.J. 
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First United Methodist Church  

We exist to joyfully share God’s love,  

preach the Good News, and make disciples. 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

February Mission Noisy Offering — Manistique  
Public Schools Helpful Hotspot 

This noisy offering is used in the local school district to provide  
basic needs to students and families in the community. 

 

Drop your donation in glass jar as you enter or as you exit the  
sanctuary!  Thank you for your donation! 

 



 

 

 

Committee updates and newsletter articles  

are always welcome!  

If you have anything you wish to have published 
in the next newsletter submit before  

March 23, 2026 deadline.  

Pictures and other additions can be emailed to: 
office@manistiquemethodist.org 

As many of you know we have a group in this church, called the Prayer Chain, that 
offers daily prayers for individuals, situations, and problems brought to them. Prayer 
requests can also involve individuals, situations, etc. outside our church community.  

These prayer requests may be called in to Pastor B.J. Ash at 906-341-6662 (church) or 
906-286-1492 (Pastor B.J. cell). You may also call Carol Weinert at 906-341-4499.  

Prayer 

Chain 

Visit www.facebook.com and search 1st United 
Methodist Church where you see the magnifying 

glass at the top of the page.  

Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.  

Visit www.youtube.com and search Manistique 
First UMC where you see the magnifying glass at 

the top of the page. 

LECTIONARY 

FOR OUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION Let us please keep the following people in our prayers:  

Gordie Barry, Mary Prater, Louise Burson & family, Ron Williams, Char Crosby, Ken & Cyndi Burgin, Carol 
Weinert, Phyllis Burge, Martha Weeks, Penny Tracy & family concerns, Jean Smith, Curt & Celie 
Norton, Barbara Schneider, Lynn LaRose, Katie Putnam, Joel Prater, Kerry Billings family concerns, 
Connie Meade, Sharon V. & Celie’s N. brother, Betty Tracy, Jesse Baker, Michael & Kathleen Haynes 
family concerns, Sandi Kolder, the leaders in our church, our community, our country, the world, 
our unspoken requests, and our joyous blessings and concerns. 

Be sure to check out the slide on Sunday to find 
out our Noisy Offering collections! 

Thank you for your support! 

March 1 — 2nd Sunday in Lent 
     Gen 12:1-4a; Ps 121; Rom 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17 
 

March 8 — 3rd Sunday in Lent 
     Exo 17:1-7; Ps 95; Rom 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 
 

March 15 — 4th Sunday in Lent 
     1 Sam 16:1-13; Ps 23; Eph 5:8-14; John 9:1-4 
 

March 22 — 5th Sunday in Lent 
    Eze 37:1-14; Ps 130; Rom 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 
 

March 29 — Palm/Passion Sunday 
    Palm-Matt 21:1-11; Ps 118:1-2, 19-29; Passion-Isa 50:4-9a; Ps 31:9-16; Phil 2:5-11; Matt 26:14-27 
or 27:11-54 

 

 

 A View From the Belfry 

March 2026 

 It’s almost March, and spring should 

be just around the corner! Unfortunately that corner still seems pretty far away from here! Ash Wednes-

day got rained, snowed and iced out, and the first Sunday in Lent was still feeling the effects of that 

storm, plus another few inches of snow to put the icing on the cake...or in this case, the ice on the roads 

and parking lots. I’m not sure if March will come in like a lamb, a lion, or a polar bear! By the time you 

read this it probably will have at least come in. I’d hate to have us stuck in February for another month! 

 As always, you energetic Methodists are still hard at work, despite the rough weather. The 

Shrove Tuesday pancake supper came off very well, with sausages, pancakes, waffles, and about a hun-

dred other dishes, plus some really yummy syrups to go on everything! A big thanks to all of you who 

helped make the food! The talented chefs and food servers included Candace Haskell, Carolyn Williams, 

Ken & Cyndi Burgin, Connie Kelsey, Mary & Bob Whinnen. Speaking of food, in February the pasty bakers 

made a gazillion pasties. Unfortunately, there aren’t a gazillion people in the entire Upper Peninsula, so 

we had a lot left over! As of this writing there are still several freezers here at church, just hoping to be 

sold. How about helping a poor little unsold pasty which is feeling dejected and rejected because no-

body bought it by buying a pasty or two? They really are very good, and it isn’t the fault of the poor un-

sold pasties that they are still sitting in the icy cold freezers! Perk up a pasty by picking up a pasty! 

 Another special event you talented Methodists had this winter was an Open Mic event-the first 

ever in this church as far as I know! We had a good turnout for the first time, and everybody seemed to 

really enjoy it! We had poetry readings, several songs, and a very educational presentation by Mary 

Whinnen on how to give a cat a pill! (I think maybe the lesson to be learned was to give the pill to some-

thing else instead of a cat!) We also had a ministerial 

comedian sharing his funny bone with the attendees. 

Thanks, Pastor B.J. (But please don’t give up your day-

time job as a minister!) We also had some well appre-

ciated refreshments. Again, thanks to all you busy 

people for an entertaining evening, and a special 

thanks to Carol Hollenbeck for suggesting, planning, 

organizing, and advertising the entire production! I 

think that they may do it again sometime, preferably 

soon! 

 Well, I think that pretty well covers February, 

but look out for March! In addition to the often iffy 

weather, we will be having Lenten soup and bread 

suppers this month, as well as all of the customary 

meetings, pasty baking, Sunday School classes, Bible 

studies, church services, and everything else you do 

here. So until next month, stay happy, stay healthy, 

and stay warm! 

 

Favorite 

Hymns 

 

If there are songs in the Faith We Sing 

(black book) that you’d like to sing for 

“Favorite Hymn Time”, please drop off 

those hymn numbers to Connie at the 

office or to Cyndi.  

That will give us time to find the music. 

Cyndi’s “Black Book” is too large for 

quickly looking up hymns and sometimes 

they are written on multiple pages. 



 

 

The First United Methodist Church will be hosting a Family Game Night in our 
Fellowship Room on Saturday, March 14, from 5-7 PM. 

All ages are welcome, bring your family and friends and have some fun! 
Children under the age of three or with special needs requires a caregiver to attend. 

————————————————————————————— 

Parents/Guardians: Please return this portion of invitation to the event. 

I, __________________________ give permission for my child(ren) ________________________________ 

to attend this event. 

Emergency contact information:  

Name: _______________________________Telephone Number ______________________Age(s)_______ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Allergies: _______________________________Special Medical Needs: _____________________________ 

I, also, agree that photographs may used for promotional uses.___________________________________ 

1.  When Jesus and his disciples were passing through Samaria, 
they stopped to rest for awhile. Jesus sent his disciples into the 
city to buy some food, while he rested at the well. While he was 
there a Samaritan woman came to draw water from the well. In 
what town is Samaria were they? 
 A.  Scythopolis 
 B.  Sychar 
 C.  The city of Samaria 
 D.  Akrabatta 
 E.  Ephesus 
 

2.  Which of the ancestors of the Jewish people originally dug the well by which Jesus sat? 
 A.  Abraham 
 B.  Joseph 
 C.  Benjamin 
 D.  Jacob 
 E.  Solomon 
 

The answer to these questions can be found in John 4:5-12. 

VITALITY COMMITTEE UPDATE —  Shrove Tuesday had 27 people attend (plus 2 to-go containers). 

Thank you to everyone who helped prepare, cook, and cleanup! Our congregation is very active almost every 
day, including our day of rest (sabbath). As you heard, our Lenten Soup, Bread and Devotion is held every 
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. On March 14 
the Family Game night from 5-7 p.m. is 
open to the community. There will be 
pizza, and other refreshments availa-
ble. We hope that you join us in fellow-
ship. Our next meeting will be held on 
March 3 at 11 a.m. 

 

 

The following article “Raising Funds for Missions in rural Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan” was written by Ruth Annelin for the United Women in Faith Response 
magazine. It has been submitted as a Bright Lights article. We hope to share our 
news with everyone: 

The First United Methodist Church of Manistique Michigan United Women in 
Faith have been making, baking and selling pasties to raise money for local and global missions for 46 years. In the early 
years the church women would gather in the church basement to assemble the pasties, and then take them to their 
homes to bake. Now we have an oven room in the church kitchen, and recently purchased eight new ovens with UWF 
and church funds. We make them on Wednesday and Thursday of the second week of every month, except December. 
Our monthly production of pasties varies anywhere from 280 to 500. We regularly make the most each November for 
deer hunter orders and families planning on extra company coming for the holidays. 

At the end of every year we determine the amount of money available we can give to various extra missions besides 
our church and our mission pledge obligations. For 2025, we gave $1500 to our local Good Neighbors food pantry, 
$1500 to the St. Vincent de Paul food pantry, $500 to the UWF Legacy Foundation and $500 to God’s Country Commu-
nity Ministries. 

Other projects we do and/or fund include: giving money to local backpack buddies, making layettes for our county 
moms with new babies, making quilts for our ill church members and high school graduates, card ministry for birthdays 
in our group and to ill members in our church, giving money and clothing to help support home missioner, Randy Hilde-
brant, in God’s Country mission, donating to Helpful Hot Spot (a group that provides clothing, toiletries and feminine 
hygiene products to high school students in need), and providing items and money to fill 20-30 Shoe Boxes with gifts 
for children around the world for Christmas sponsored by the Good Samaritan organization. Just recently we made and 
delivered little flower arrangements to church members and residents of local nursing homes, assisted living facility 
and shut ins. 

Our minister and other men and women in our church also volunteer to help with pasty making. Our coffee break with 
homemade goodies keeps smiles on our faces. We have a faithful core group of women and others help when they 
can. The laughing that goes on around the table while making pasties never fails to warm our hearts. 

In the end of each June besides our usual production, we make 450-500 extra pasties for the church to sell at a Folk 
Fest event held every July in town. The church then uses the money raised to donate to community missions or up-
dates to our church. One year recently the $1800 raised selling pasties at Folk Fest funded a Feeding America truck so 
local people in need could receive boxes full of food. 

We are fortunate to have a loving, caring and energetic group of women in our UWF and a congregation that helps us 
donate to local nonprofit organizations serving women, youth and children. 

Our next meeting will be held March 3 at 1 p.m., all women are invited to attend these meetings. 

A thank you to some people for their generous donations for the layettes: the guy who sits 
in the back of the church with the awesome singing voice, and who fills in for the acolyte 
once in a while, got a real good bargain on baby afghan at the auction; and donated it for 
the layettes. His wife, who is buzzing around the church seeing that everything is in order 

and informing everyone of upcoming events also donated an afghan and a couple of sleepers. To the woman who just 
left for Arizona with her dog for the winter made and donated several beautiful quilts. Making quilts is what keeps her 
busy in Arizona. To the lady who fills in for fellowship with her delicious recipes made several hats crocheted in many 
different colors. Another church member who waited a very long time for a hip replacement several onesies. A church 
member who has had many surgeries and shows up in church immediately after donated material that she had used 
to make Teddy Bears. 
God bless everyone! With your help, we have been able to keep our mission going for many years. 
 

P.S. I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone, if I have I apologize blame it on my age!! Thank you to the congregation and 
the United Women in Faith for your thoughtful gift for being your hostess for many years. I could not have done my 
job without everyone’s help. Blessings to everyone of my helpers. 

Lynn 


