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First United Methodist Church

Church Phone: (906) 341-6662
Pastor: Rev. B.J. Ash Cell: 906-286-1492
email: pastor@manistiquemethodist.org

Office Hours: Pastor B.J. M-F 8 am-12 pm, Off Wed
Connie: Office Hours T-W 10-2 pm, plus working

remotely M, Th and F, cell 989-289-2799 or
email: office@manistiquemethodist.org

www.manistiquemethodist.org

Are you looking for a way to
make your offering/giving
process easier?

Stop by the office and fill out an Electronic
Fund Transfer Authorization form.

YOU Find us on

B YouTube

Visit www.youtube.com and search
Manistique First UMC where you see the
magnifying glass at the top of the page.
Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.

THE CHEISTIAN CALLER
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January 2026
| As we step into the new year of 2026, | am filled with a sense of
P\?VSOTS;SS hope and anticipation for all that God has in store for us. The

turning of the calendar pages is not just a change of numbers

but an invitation to reflect on God's faithfulness and to embrace the op-
portunities ahead.

January marks the beginning of the Epiphany season, a time when we re-
member the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles as represented by
the visit of the Magi. Just as these wise men journeyed from afar, guided
by a star, we too are called to seek Christ and share His light with the
world around us. This season reminds us that God's love is for all people,
regardless of their background or beliefs.

The start of a new year is often seen as a time for new beginnings. It's an
opportunity to renew our commitments, set intentions, and align our-
selves more closely with God's will. As we embark on this journey to-
gether, let us remember the words from Lamentations 3:22-23: "The
faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies never cease. They are
new every morning; great is your faithfulness!" May we draw strength
and inspiration from God's unending mercy and faithfulness.

In the coming months, | encourage each of you to deepen your connec-
tions within our church community. Whether through Bible studies, small
groups, or fellowship events, these interactions help us grow in faith and
support one another on our spiritual journeys. Remember, we are not
alone; we have a loving God and a caring community walking with us
every step of the way.



PASTOR'’S
WORDS

As your pastor, | am excited about the plans and initiatives
we have in store for 2026. We will continue to explore ways

to serve our community, deepen our faith, and reach out to
those in need. Your involvement and support are crucial as we work
together to fulfill God's mission for our local church.

May the light of Christ guide your paths and illumine your hearts
throughout this new year. May you experience God's peace that sur-
passes all understanding, and may His love be the foundation upon
which you build your days. Go forth in faith, knowing that you are be-
loved children of God.

Blessings to each of you.

Pastor B.J.
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We exist to joyfully share God’s love,
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New Year’s Day

preach the Good News, and make disciples.

Janugry 2026

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL REPORT:

The next Administrative Council meeting will be held at 10:00 am on Tuesday, January
13, 2026. If there are additions to the usual agenda, please notify Connie Kelsey or Janet
Helmbold before this meeting date.

Respectfully submitted, Janet Helmbold

VITALITY COMMITTEE
UPDATE

We celebrate another
year worshipping God,
our Savior! Our snow-
birds have returned to
warmer climates.
As our numbers continue
to maintain themselves,
we celebrate you, the
congregation! We are
loving our time together,
both near and far.

Our next meeting will
be held on January 20 at
10 AM.

Submitted by Connie Kelsey

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CONTRIBUTION
INFORMATION BREAKDOWN—NOVEMBER 2025

GENERAL FUND

GENERAL FUND EFTS

BUILDING FUND

NOISY OFFERING (CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES)
PAPER POINSETTIAS

STUDENT SUNDAY

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS FOR NOVEMBER 2025

YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS NOVEMBER 2025
YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS NOVEMBER 2024
DIFFERENCE

$5,874.15

$1,830.00
$225.00
$476.00
$25.00
$10.10

$8,440.25
$98,471.68

$100,039.07
-$1,567.39

Noisy Offering total will actually be $570.00 (594 will be deposited in December)

This noisy offering is used by Pastor B.J. per his discretion for emergency | Office closed
needs in the community.
Drop your donation in glass jar as you enter or as you exit the sanctuary!
Thank you for your donation!
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As many of you know we have a group in this church, called the Prayer Chain, that
Prayer offers daily prayers for individuals, situations, and problems brought to them. Prayer
requests can also involve individuals, situations, etc. outside our church community.

Cha i n These prayer requests may be called in to Pastor B.J. Ash at 906-341-6662 (church) or
906-286-1492 (Pastor B.J. cell). You may also call Carol Weinert at 906-341-4499.

. \ )y
Find us on S,

Facebook

Visit www.facebook.com and search 1st United
Methodist Church where you see the magnifying
glass at the top of the page.

Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.

Committee updates and newsletter articles
are always welcome!

If you have anything you wish to have published
in the next newsletter submit before
January 22, 2026 deadline.

Pictures and other additions can be emailed to:
office@manistiquemethodist.org

Visit www.youtube.com and search Manistique
First UMC where you see the magnifying glass at
the top of the page.

Be sure to check out the slide on Sunday to find
out our Noisy Offering collections!
Thank you for your support!

January 4 — Epiphany Sunday
Jer 31:7-14; Ps 147:12-20; Eph 1:3-14; John 1:(1-9), 10-18

January 11 — Baptism of the Lord; Human Trafficking Awareness Day
Isa 42:1-9; Ps 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matt 3:13-17

January 18 — 2nd Sunday After Epiphany; Human Relations Day
Isa 49:1-7; Ps 40:1-11; 1 Cor 1:1-9; John 1:29-42

January 25 — 3rd Sunday After Epiphany; Ecumenical Sunday
Isa 9:1-4; Ps 27:1, 4-9; 1 Cor 1:10-18; Matt 4:12-23

FOR OUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION Let us please keep the following people in our prayers:

Ron Williams, Ted & Louise Burson, Char Crosby, Ken & Cyndi Burgin, Mary Prater, Carol Weinert, Phyllis
Burge, Martha Weeks, Penny Tracy, Jean Smith, Curt & Celie Norton, Barbara Schneider, Lynn
LaRose, Katie Putnam, Joel Prater, Kerry Billings family concerns, Connie Meade, Sharon V. & Celie’s
N. brother, Betty Tracy, Jesse Baker, Michael Haynes, Kathleen Haynes daughter & granddaughter,
Sandi Kolder, the leaders in our church, our community, our country, the world, our unspoken re-
guests, and our joyous blessings and concerns.

< A View From the Belfry
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Oh, me! Oh, my! well, Christmas didn’t seem really very white this year, but we
certainly made up for it a few days after Christmas, didn’t we? Apparently Santa was not im-
pressed with the amount of snow available through which his reindeer could pull his sleigh,
because he certainly sent enough of it down here after Christmas! Even without a heavy
snow on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, it certainly was a wonderful time of year. The
church was beautiful, inside and out. We had a lovely Christmas Eve service, and as | under-
stand it, the Big Boy served a very special and delicious Christmas dinner for those who may
not have had one otherwise. It’s really pretty wonderful how much people try hard to help
others have a merry Christmas. | wonder why you human folks don’t always seem to that all
the time. Actually, a few people in the church are trying to do that! They are trying hard to
see that those in our congregation who are no longer able to attend church can still receive
visits from those who can and do get to church. There is a sign-up sheet in the conference
room where anyone who would like to visit some of our shut-ins can indicate when they are
going to do so. Those who came up with the idea are hoping that anyone who would like a
visit can have one. The sheet is to help the potential visitors see who would like a visit, who
hasn’t had a visit recently, who may no longer be able to receive visitors, and the like. Any-
body can arrange a visit! The more the merrier! My great Aunt Bernice Bat would really like a
visit, | know. She lives in the attic of an abandoned house on Weston Avenue, | think. At least
that’s where she lived the last time | visited her. Gosh! Maybe it’s time | paid her another vis-
it! My Uncle Beltashazzar would probably also like a visit, but he’s a little hard to reach since
they closed the old water tower to visitors. And then there’s my third cousin Bonifas Bat, and
my Aunt Bernice’s best friend Bubbles Bat, and Bubbles’s neighbor Butterfly Bat. (She’s really
a bat, not a butterfly. | have no idea how she got that name.) If you want directions to their
houses, you can leave a note beside the sign-up sheet, and I'll include the directions in the
next newsletter. Huh? But I...but...oh for Pete’s sake! That crabby old lady says that nobody
here wants to visit a bunch of bats!! How does she know? Maybe some of you would just love
a chance to see where some of the local bats livel Some have gotten very creative. Some
maybe not so much, but that’s kind of like you people, isn’t it? Anyway, if you would like to
visit a bat, we can put up a list of bats who would welcome a visit! (Not all bats do unfortu-
nately. A few of the older bats have had bad experiences with cranky old bats..hey, that’s like
the crabby old lady who meddles with this column, isn’t it? Well, maybe she’ll turn over a
new leaf or make a New Year’s resolution to be kind to bats or something. Huh? Oh. She says
there ain’t now way she’s gonna start loving bats any time soon. Huh? NOW WHAT??! Oh for
Pete’s sake! (Pete again! Who is Pete, anyway?) She’s yapping at me because she says she
would never use such terrible grammar as “ain’t no way” or “gonna.” | was sure that was
what she said. Pretty sure anyway. Well, a little bit sure. OK, so | made it up! Sheesh. | think
I’m gonna-going to, | mean-sign off! Have a Happy New Year, everybody!!



TRUSTEE NEWS AND UPDATE

The trustees have a few things we are working on and want to share.

1. We continue to gather information regarding the kitchen/fellowship hall counter renova-
tion, and hopefully will have a definite picture in January.

2. The health department inspection for the kitchen area happened and everything went
well.

3. One other project was to replace the closet in the pastor’s office with something where
robes, stoles, and other pastoral articles can be stored. A bit “thank you” to Vic V. for vol-
unteering to build this!! It is done and is in the office. Please come to the office and see
how good this looks! Thank you Vic, for all your hard work with this project.

Gordie Barry, Chairperson

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

The upcoming Education Committee meeting
will be held on Thursday, Jan. 8 at 10 a.m.
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1. What does Epiphany mean?
A. A miracle.
B. An appearance or manifestation.
C. A sudden revelation given to the disciples.
D
E

. Anew idea.
. A musical term used to describe a scale played in a concerto.

2. When is Epiphany celebrated?
A. The third Sunday after Christmas.
B. January 10th.
C. November 30.
D. The first Sunday after Christmas.
E. January 6th.

=

The answer to these questions can be found in your dictionary.

Greetings from UWF United
& ”:: Women

in Faith

Submitted by Candace Haskell

What a delightful Christmas Tea with a variety of hor
dourves that were delicious. The program was “The
S g Christmas Story”

i read by multiple

8l guests. A special
A thank you to all
\‘ the ladies who
| baked the beauti-
—1 ful cookies for the
exchange at the Christmas Tea. There were plenty to
share with our shut-ins. The tables seem to get more beautiful every Christmas. The time
shared decorating is another blessing of fellowship and creativity in our group.

This year
stockings
] were made
1 and pack-
Nall ages pre-

pared and
delivered

to spread

Christmas
cheer to those who were not able to be at the program with us. Thank you to all who put that
together and made it happen.

Our next meeting will be heId on January 6, 2026

at 1:00 PM. ’

B All women

L are invited to
| attend the

meeting. See

you there!

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NOTES

Greetings & Wishes for a Happy New Year!
The next worship committee meeting will be held on January 22nd at 10:00 AM.
Our Christmas Eve service was well attended by our congregation and many guests. We enjoyed
making a “Joyful noise” and shared communion with family, friends & neighbors. Our church was
glowing with candlelight and love.

Submitted by Candace



