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February arrives with its usual mix of ordinary routines and holy moments—yet this 
year it also meets us in a season of real grief. In recent weeks we have said goodbye 
to Ted Burson, a longtime member whose steady presence shaped the life of our 
congregation in ways that are hard to measure and impossible to replace. And we 

have also been shaken by the unexpected passing of Mary Beth Buttry, the daughter of our for-
mer church organist, Mary Prater. Some losses we anticipate; others come like a sudden storm. 
Either way, we feel the ache. 

What I want to name clearly is this: you have loved one another well. 

In phone calls, meals delivered, prayers spoken quietly, cards written, tears shared, and simple 
acts of showing up—you have lived the promise we make as the church: to be the Body of Christ 
for one another. When grief arrives, love becomes practical. Love becomes casseroles and rides 
and sitting with someone who doesn’t need answers—just presence. That kind of love is not 
small. That kind of love is holy. 

As Valentine’s Day approaches (February 14), our culture will talk a lot about romance and flow-
ers and sentiment. Those things can be good gifts. But Christian love is deeper and steadier than 
a holiday. Scripture describes love as patient, kind, not insisting on its own way, bearing, and en-
during (1 Corinthians 13). That is the love I have seen among you. The love that doesn’t rush 
grief. The love that remembers names. The love that keeps showing up. 

And then, only a few days later, we will turn toward Ash Wednesday (February 18, 2026) and 
begin the season of Lent. Lent does not contradict love, instead it purifies it. Ash Wednesday tells 
the truth about our lives: we are fragile; we are dependent; we are not in control. It invites us to 
honesty, repentance, and a renewed attention to God (Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21). In other words, it 
calls us to stop pretending we’re fine, and to start letting God do the deeper work that leads to 
healing. 

Grief and Lent belong together. Grief teaches us what matters. Lent teaches us what to do with 
what matters: to bring it to God, to lay down what hardens our hearts, and to take up again the 
practices that keep us tender—prayer, worship, generosity, and compassion. 

That brings me to something else many of us are feeling right now: the heaviness of the world 
around us. Our society is wrestling—often loudly and painfully—with questions of justice, be-
longing, and human dignity. Immigration and the work of ICE has become a flashpoint in public 
life. In recent weeks there has been heightened tension around immigration enforcement in Min-
nesota, including protests and multiple deaths connected to these conflicts, and even new guid-
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 ance aimed at de-escalation. 

In times like these, it’s easy for justice to become just another “side” to choose, 
another argument to win. But for Christians, justice isn’t a talking point—it’s part 

of discipleship. Scripture keeps drawing us back to the basics: do justice, love kindness, walk 
humbly with God (Micah 6:8). Jesus describes faithfulness in terms of mercy and welcome—
feeding the hungry, caring for the sick, receiving the stranger (Matthew 25:35–40), and the 
prophet Isaiah warns us not to confuse religion with righteousness when our neighbors are be-
ing crushed (Isaiah 58). 

So what can we do—right here, as a local church—without being pulled into bitterness or fear? 

Pray with specificity. Pray for those who are afraid, for those who are displaced, for those who 
enforce the law, for leaders, for communities under strain—and pray for truth and restraint 
when tensions rise. 

Refuse dehumanizing speech. We can disagree about policies and still insist that every person 
bears God’s image. We do not speak of people as problems. 

Practice neighborly care. We can support ministries that provide legal assistance, language 
support, food, shelter, and friendship—quietly, faithfully, and without fanfare. 

Stay anchored in Christ. Lent is a good time to fast from outrage and the endless social media 
scrolling, and to re-learn the slow, strong habits of Jesus: listening, serving, and telling the 
truth in love. 

None of this is about slogans. It’s about spiritual formation—becoming the kind of people who 
can live with courage and compassion when the world is anxious. 

Church family, in this month of love and ashes, may we keep doing what you have already 
been doing: holding one another close, grieving with hope, and leaning into the practices that 
keep us grounded. Ted’s life among us, and Mary Beth’s life so dearly loved, call us to cherish 
the time we’re given and to spend it in the ways that matter most. 

May the God who is 
near to the broken-
hearted comfort you. 
May Christ strength-
en our love until it 
becomes sturdier 
than sorrow. And 
may the Holy Spirit 
guide this congrega-
tion into faithful wit-
ness—tender-
hearted, truth-
telling, and ready to 
serve. 

Pastor B.J. 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CONTRIBUTION  
INFORMATION BREAKDOWN—DECEMBER 2025 
 

GENERAL FUND          $9,964.00 
GENERAL FUND EFTS                          $900.00 
BUILDING FUND          $2,005.00 
NOISY OFFERING (November-Christmas Shoeboxes)                       $94.00 
NOISY OFFERING (December-God’s Country Community Ministry)        $292.00 
MEMORIAL (HAL BUNDY)         $5,000.00 
UMCOR                $50.00 
 
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS FOR DECEMBER 2025   $18,305.00 
————————————————————————————— 
YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS DECEMBER 2025             $116,776.68 
YEAR TO DATE CONTRIBUTIONS DECEMBER 2024                 $108,988.44 
DIFFERENCE                         $7,788.24 
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First United Methodist Church  

We exist to joyfully share God’s love,  

preach the Good News, and make disciples. 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

Be sure to pick up the January/February  
Upper Room Devotional. They are located 
on the bookshelf by the stairway and lift. 

Large and regular print editions are  
available! 

February Mission Noisy Offering — Manistique  
Public Schools Helpful Hotspot 

This noisy offering is used in the local school district to provide  
basic needs to students and families in the community. 

 

Drop your donation in glass jar as you enter or as you exit the  
sanctuary!  Thank you for your donation! 

 



 

 

 

Committee updates and newsletter articles  

are always welcome!  

If you have anything you wish to have published 
in the next newsletter submit before  

February 20, 2026 deadline.  

Pictures and other additions can be emailed to: 
office@manistiquemethodist.org 

As many of you know we have a group in this church, called the Prayer Chain, that 
offers daily prayers for individuals, situations, and problems brought to them. Prayer 
requests can also involve individuals, situations, etc. outside our church community.  

These prayer requests may be called in to Pastor B.J. Ash at 906-341-6662 (church) or 
906-286-1492 (Pastor B.J. cell). You may also call Carol Weinert at 906-341-4499.  

Prayer 

Chain 

Visit www.facebook.com and search 1st United 
Methodist Church where you see the magnifying 

glass at the top of the page.  

Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.  

Visit www.youtube.com and search Manistique 
First UMC where you see the magnifying glass at 

the top of the page. 

LECTIONARY 

FOR OUR PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION Let us please keep the following people in our prayers: 

Mary Prater & family, Louise Burson & family, Gordie Barry, Ron Williams, Char Crosby, Ken & Cyndi Burgin, 
Carol Weinert, Phyllis Burge, Martha Weeks, Penny Tracy, Jean Smith, Curt & Celie Norton, Barbara 
Schneider, Lynn LaRose, Katie Putnam, Joel Prater, Kerry Billings family concerns, Connie Meade, 
Sharon V. & Celie’s N. brother, Betty Tracy, Jesse Baker, Michael & Kathleen Haynes family con-
cerns, Sandi Kolder, the leaders in our church, our community, our country, the world, our unspo-
ken requests, and our joyous blessings and concerns. 

Be sure to check out the slide on Sunday to find 
out our Noisy Offering collections! 

Thank you for your support! 

February 1 — 4th Sunday After Epiphany 
     Mic 6:1-8; Ps 15; 1 Cor 1:18-31; Matt 5:1-12 
 

February 8 — 5th Sunday After Epiphany; Scouting Sunday 
     Isa 58:1-9a (9b-12); Ps 112:1-9 (10); 1 Cor 2:1-12 (13-16); Matt 5:13-20 
 

February 15 — Transfiguration Sunday 
     Exo 24:12-18; Ps 2 or Ps 99; 2 Pet 1:16-21; Matt 17:1-9 
 

February 18 — Ash Wednesday 
    Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Ps 51:1-17; 2 Cor 5:20b-6:10; Matt 6:1-6, 16-21  
 

February 22 — 1st Sunday in Lent 
    Gen 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Ps 32; Rom 5:12-19; Matt 4:1-11 

 

 

 A View From the Belfry 

February 2026 

 Earlier this winter I heard that we were going to have a cold, snowy winter. Well, 

for once the weather person was right. Really, really right! Too right for my taste at least! I must say that the 
belfry is not at all comfy this winter! Hopefully the ladies of this church will remember that bats don’t have 
much body fat on them to keep them warm. Most of them hibernate during the winter and don’t really feel 
the cold at all, but for those few of us who don’t hibernate...huh?...It’s the C.O.L. again. Yeah, OK. She says 
I’m the only bat in the whole U.P. and maybe in the whole state of Michigan who doesn’t have enough com-
mon sense to migrate to a warmer location such as an old mine shaft or something and sleep all winter. 
WHAT?!!! She is casting aspersions on my intelligence! Yes...yes...OK. I know! (Big sigh here.) She says that if 
I want to stay awake all winter I should be prepared for the consequences! She also says that if I’m going to 
suggest the ladies knit blankets and sweaters for us bats I’d better be prepared for the bitter disappointment 
of finding out that they have much better things to do with their time and that nobody is going to do some-
thing that stupid! Geez! I would never suggest such a project for the good ladies in this church.  (I was think-
ing of knitting sleeping bags for the bat population, not sweaters and blankets! Shows what that C.O.L. 
knows!) Anyway, I guess I should get started on the real message for my column. Since Crabby thinks she’s a 
better writer than yours truly, I’m turning this column over to her. (Don’t blame me if it’s too long and full of 
big words that nobody ever uses.) Last month I wrote about a visitation project for those in the church who 
would like to visit those who can’t get out during this long, cold winter. We’ve had some questions about 
visiting folks. Some of you have already been visiting the shut-ins and those with special needs. That’s great! 
Others seem to be concerned that we’re making a difficult visitation plan which everybody has to follow. 
That is certainly not the intention! If you want to visit somebody, feel free to do so, and arrange it for when-
ever you can and the person is up for it. We really would like to know if you visit someone so we can keep 
track of who is being visited and who may not be having many callers. That way we can tell who maybe could 
use a visit or two. If you don’t want to schedule a visit in advance and plan to just drop in on someone, do so, 
but also be aware that some people may have medical appointments and treatments and thus may not al-
ways be available, so it might be best for them and for you to give a call before visiting. If you plan to bring a 
meal, gift, flowers or things like that, it’s probably better if you mention that you’d like to bring something 
with you, especially if it’s a meal. Some people have restricted diets, and those in places like Woodland or 
the Medical Care Facility will have meals provided and may not need a full meal, although a goodie or two 
might be in order. One thing which may be welcomed and which isn’t normally provided would be commun-
ion. We have the capability of offering communion to those who would like to have it served. Pastor B.J. can 
bless the elements (it is against church rules for those without the proper credentials to do this), and we 
have the words you would say when bringing communion to a shut in. We also have elements in small con-
tainers so it is easy to manage them. All you need to do is talk with Pastor B.J., Connie Kelsey, or Janet Helm-
bold about getting what you need. We do have a calendar in the conference room showing when other peo-
ple plan to visit someone, as well as who they are visiting. If you prefer to just stop by and visit, you can cer-
tainly do so. We would also appreciate it if after you visit, you write on the calendar who and when you visit-
ed so others can better plan their own visits. We certainly do not want to make this a difficult or complicated 
program, and we are not trying to be nosy about who does what when, but we are hoping to cover every-
body who needs and would like a visit, wants to have a chance to take communion, or needs something spe-
cial to give them a little cheer during difficult times. We thank you for your patience as we try to establish a 
system that is easy to use and works! 
Boy! I turn this column over to that Crabby Old Lady and she goes on forever! This newsletter will probably 
have as many pages as the Sunday edition of the New York Times. (Is there still a paper edition of the New 
York Times? Just asking…) Anyway, here’s hoping that we have a milder, less windy, less snowy, and lots 
warmer rest of the winter! 



 

 

1.  After Adam and Eve ate the fruit of the forbidden tree in the 
Garden of Eden, they discovered they were naked, and wanted 
to cover themselves, so they made garments to wear. Of what 
did they make these garments? 
 A.  Sheep skin. 
 B.  Poison ivy leaves. 
 C.  Palm fronds from the date palms in the garden. 
 D.  Fig leaves. 
 E.  Leaves from the forbidden fruit tree. 
 

The answer to this question can be found in Genesis 3:6-7 
 

2.  The prophet Joel describes what the Day of the Lord will be like when it comes. What will it be like 
according to his description? 
 A.  Foggy with afternoon rain showers and a temperature of 76 degrees. 
 B.  It will be a day with thick clouds, gloominess, and darkness. 
 C.  It will be unbearably hot, with no relief from the bright sun. 
 D.  There will be a heavy snowfall in the desert, such as has never  
  been seen before. 
 E.  The sun will turn blood red, and people will fear for their lives. 
 

The answer to this question can be found in Joel 2:1-2. 

VITALITY COMMITTEE UPDATE  
 

We are working with the Education committee to provide a 
new and exciting Open Mic Night on Saturday, February 7th. 
If you would like to perform or know someone who would 
like to participate please reach out to Carol Hollenbeck,  
Connie Kelsey or leave a note in the office. They are sched-
uling performances. 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will be held on February 17 
at 5 PM. Volunteers are needed to prepare and serve this 
meal. Our Lenten Soup, Bread and Devotion is beginning on 
February 25 at 5:30 PM through April 1st. Two soups, bread 
and a dessert will be served. A short devotion will be given 
after the meal.  Volunteers are needed. 
Sign up sheets are in the conference room. 
Our next meeting will be held on March 3 at 11 AM. 

 
Submitted by Connie Kelsey 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE -   Our focus is to encourage and invite the congregation and the commu-

nity to the Open Mic Night February 7 from 7-8:30 PM. In case of inclement weather, use your judgement in 
traveling. We are also in the planning stages of Vacation Bible School. If you are interested in volunteering, 
let the office know. The next Education committee meeting will be held on Thursday, February 19 at 10 a.m.  
Everyone is invited to attend. 

 

 

The United Women in Faith January meeting started out with a new 
agenda and 2026 Program Book titled “Mapping Our Way Forward”. 
Program ideas for 2026 were presented by several  members. It was 
decided the Theme will be the Study of other Christian Denomina-
tions, especially those in our community. 

Our Reading Program had 6 participants last year. New books will be added to the Library. Older 
books can be found in the Fellowship Room. Feel free to take any of those old books and keep 
them. Or share them with someone else. 

Thank you notes were received from Good Neighbors, St. Vincent de Paul, Samaritans Purse and 
individuals for donations of money, food items, Christmas stockings and goody bags. All donat-
ed by UWF during the Christmas holiday. 

Over 5,000 pasties were made in 2025. The Hobart machine used to chop potatoes and onions 
will need to be repaired or replaced. Money from the Treasury will be used for the cost, since the 
machine is vital in making our Pasties! Eight batches of pasties were made in January. 

Work groups are being created for upcoming events: Reflection Breakfast, August UWF Picnic, 
UWF Sunday and the Christmas Tea. Two birthdays and one anniversary was recognized.  

Our next meeting will be held on February 3, 2026 at 1:00 PM. The subject will be: Call to Prayer 
and Self-Denial.  All women  are invited to attend the meeting. The meeting was adjourned. 
Members joined together for an open time to share church activities and concerns; while enjoy-
ing refreshment provided by Bette and Carolyn. 

           Submitted by Carolyn Williams 

Greetings from your Worship committee— 
We welcome suggestions for ways to improve our worship experience. Cynthia will continue imple-
menting new music into the Sunday service and change things up a bit in ways we hope you will en-
joy.  
Please remember to sign up for usher/greeter, altar flowers, fellowship, liturgists (we welcome 
youth as well as adults), and special service preparations as needed. Also, check the conference ta-
ble for sign up sheets for upcoming events.  
The upstairs tech computer has been replaced and sound to the YouTube viewers service restored. 
The problem appears to be solved. Praise be to God! 
Upcoming Lenten events:  
• Ash Wednesday, February 18 @ 5pm 
• Lenten Soup, Bread & Devotion is every Wednesday 

starting February 25 through April 1st at 5:30 pm. 
• Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on March 29. 
• Good Friday Ecumenical service on April 3 at 1 pm. 
• Easter will begin with an Ecumenical Sunrise service 

at 7am followed by our regular church service at 
11am and then an Easter Potluck fellowship.* 

Keep informed, we have our monthly newsletter, our 
weekly on screen updates before Sunday service and 
announcements during service which are printed in the 
Sunday bulletin.  
*Spring will be here before we know it! 
                Blessings, Candice 

Favorite 

Hymns 
 

If there are songs in the Faith We Sing 
(black book) that you’d like to sing for 
“Favorite Hymn Time”, please drop off 
those hymn numbers to Connie at the 

office or to Cyndi.  
That will give us time to find the music. 

Cyndi’s “Black Book” is too large for 
quickly looking up hymns and sometimes 

they are written on multiple pages. 


