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As I think back to the many joyful events of the past month, I keep going back to
the saying, “It is a blessing to be a blessing.” The blessings God gives us are intended to
be shared with all, beginning with the inestimable blessing of salvation from sin and including all the other good things the Lord has given to us.
I know that I have been greatly blessed. Perhaps you have too. So many of us have
been given so much: material goods, adequate incomes, families, friends, jobs, homes,
and that’s just for starters. If you’re a Christian, then whatever your circumstances,
you’ve been given the greatest gifts: faith, hope and love. You have also been blessed
with the means of grace and the hope of glory. If you have Christ, you have been given
everything that is eternally worthwhile. So, the big question is “Why?” Why have I, why
have you, been so blessed? The answer to that question is found in Genesis 12:2-3:
“I Will Bless You, You Will Bless Others”

Visit www.youtube.com and search
Manistique First UMC where you see the
magnifying glass at the top of the page.
Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.

In the opening verse of Genesis 12 the Lord tells Abraham, “Leave your country,
your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. I will make
you into a great nation and I will bless you.” Abraham went, and God blessed, but this
isn’t the whole story. For that you need to read the rest of the sentence. Here’s how it
continues: “I will bless you,” God says to Abraham, “and you will be a blessing…and all
peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:2-3). God’s promise to bless
Abraham is accompanied by a further explanation. His blessing of Abraham is just the
first step in a much bigger plan to extend that blessing through Abraham to all the
earth’s peoples.
Think in the first place about what this statement says to us regarding God’s intentions. The fuller expression of God’s promise points to his greater plan for the world.
God certainly intended to bless Abraham and his descendants, but he never meant his
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blessing to be exclusive. God singled out Abraham (and later his physical
descendants, the nation of Israel) as a first strategic step in what God always determined would be a world-embracing plan of salvation.

So, this promise shows us God’s heart. It reveals that God’s love has always
been for the whole world, and his plan was always to offer salvation to all the
world’s peoples. I’m afraid that many Christians think of missions as a sort of add-on
to the church’s work, as though the Great Commission to “go into all the world and
make disciples from every nation” were an afterthought. It’s as if Jesus paused just
before going back to heaven and exclaimed, “Oh, I almost forgot; I want you to go
into all the world now and preach the gospel to all nations.” Many Christians don’t
seem to think that doing this is all that important, but Genesis 12 shows that from
the very beginning God’s purpose to bless and save has always had a universal
scope.
Let’s make this personal for just a minute. Take stock of your own life. Think
about everything that God has given you, all the blessings he has poured out, material or spiritual. Most of us have far more than we usually acknowledge. Compared
to the world’s truly poor, I am wealthy beyond belief, and you probably are too. Do
we imagine that we have been given so much simply to enable us to live comfortable, even luxurious lives while so many throughout the world are suffering?
Or focus for a moment more on the greatest blessing of all. Do you know the
Lord personally? Have you received his gift of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ?
What other gift or blessing can compare with that? Is peace with God and the hope
of heaven just yours to enjoy, all by yourself, with no thought of anyone else or are
they something you and I need to share with everyone everywhere?

I wonder if we’re in danger of so concentrating on the top line—all the good
things God has given us—that we forget the bottom line, and the bottom line is this:
we have been blessed to be a blessing.

We exist to joyfully share God’s love,
preach the Good News, and make disciples.
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As many of you know, we have a group in this church called the Prayer Chain, that
offers daily prayers for individuals, situations, and problems brought to them. Prayer
requests can also involve individuals, situations, etc. outside our church community.

Prayer Chain

These prayer requests may be called in to Pastor B.J. Ash at 906-341-6662 (church)
or 906-286-1492 (cell). You may also call Carol Weinert at 906-341-4499.

Visit www.facebook.com and search 1st United Methodist
Church where you see the magnifying glass at the top of
the page. Live worship services each Sunday at 11AM.

Newsletter suggestions are always
welcome! If you have anything you wish to have
published in the February newsletter submit
before February 20th, 2022 deadline.
Pictures and other additions can be emailed to :
office@manistiquemethodist.org

LECTIONARY

February 6th — 5th Sunday after the Epiphany
Isa 6:1-8 (9-13), Ps 138 (UMH 853), 1 Cor 15:1-11, Lk 5:1-11
February 13th — 6th Sunday after the Epiphany
Jer 17:5-10, Ps 1(UMH 738), 1 Cor 15:12-20, Lk 6:17-26
February 20th —3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Gen 45:3-11, 15, Ps 37:1-11, 39-40 (UMH 772), 1 Cor 15:35-38, 42-50, Lk 6:27-38
February 27th —Transfiguration Sunday
Ex 34:29-35, Ps 99 (UMH 819), 2 Cor 3:12-4:2, Lk 9:28-26 (37-43)

FOR OUR PRAYERFUL
CONSIDERATION
Let us please keep the following people in our prayers: Phyllis Burge
& family, Jo Nell Rubick, Hank Weinert, Martha Weeks, Joel Prater,
Ted Burson, Penny Tracy, Connie Whitsitt, Jason Coryell, Kali Lewis,
and health concerns for the Chittle family.

A View From the Belfry
February, 2022

United Methodist Women News
Submitted by Carol Weinert

Lay Leader Lines
February, 2022

The focus of the January meeting of the Manistique United Methodist Women was to
close the books on 2021. Treasurer Linda Moon reported that after setting aside $4,187
of the group’s funds to cover its portion of the cost of the new ovens, there was still a
large balance in the treasury. To reduce this balance, as is customary with the UMW, a
discussion was conducted to handle the reduction of these excess funds.

After setting aside enough funds to handle the 2022 expected expenses, it was decided
to send $1,000 to God’s Country Cooperative Parish (which oversees several United
Methodist churches in the Eastern UP); $100 to the Grand Rapids Community House;
$200 to Eastbrook PA (a mission site headed by Deaconess Katie Peterson); $100 to the
UMW legacy fund: and $200 to the Zeba ministry in L’Anse – all programs funded by
the Michigan United Methodist Church.

Are you looking for a way to

Sorry, we missed a

make your offering/giving

memorial
Poinsettia donation

process easier?

Thank you, John & Candace Haskell

Stop by the office and fill out an Electronic

- In Memory

Fund Transfer Authorization form.

of Glenn Coffman

I would like to thank Gayle Tufnell for the
beautiful handmade hats, teeny tiny socks
and mittens, and the most adorable knitted
jumper for the layettes.
If you get a chance stop in the conference
room and see the beautiful dream catcher!
It was made by Mary Lynn Bowman.

Rita Salter donated some cute fuzzy stuffed
animals, and several onesies.

Also, Thank You for the Christmas Gift!

Thanks so much and God Bless,

Connie Kelsey

Lynn LaRose

A short discussion was also held concerning the annual UMW Reflection Breakfast
which will be held on Saturday, April 9th. This event is always held the weekend before
Easter, which will be April 17 this year. The event was canceled last year due to the Pandemic, and it is uncertain if it will be allowed this year, but currently plans for it to be
held are being considered. If you have suggestions for a speaker and/ or program, let
UMW President Bette Jahn know.
The next general meeting of the Manistique UMW will be held Tuesday, February 1, at
1 PM in Fellowship Hall. The program will be the annual service of Prayer and Self Denial. The UMW is open to all women interested in the welfare of women and children.
Education Committee Update:
We have met and are looking for ways to update and improve everyone’s Christian education. This committee is
not just about adult and children’s Sunday School classes.
We are looking for your thoughts and ideas! Maybe a VBS
or a gathering with a lesson in an informal setting, drop
your ideas in the office. Connie will be sure to pass them
along to the committee. We plan on meeting again soon to
discuss them.
Penny Tracy, Education Chairperson

